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CURRENT    NOTES. 


The  Unionist  Party  and  Ireland. 

At  a  dinner  in  Belfast,  on  November  19,  to  Mr.  S.  H.  Butcher,  M.P., 
letters  were  read  from  Unionist  leaders. 
The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  wrote: — 

"  Public  attention  is  so  much  absorbed  in  these  days  by  a 
number  of  important  questions  of  home  and  foreign  policy  that 
the  Irish  question,  which  is  always  with  us,  is  not  sufficiently  kept 
in  view.  The  solemn  warnings,  repeated  again  and  again  by  learned 
judges,  the  inexorable  statistics  of  crime  and  outrage,  the  cynical 
admissions  made  by  members  of  His  Majesty's  Government,  do  not 
receive  the  consideration  which  they  deserve.  The  whole  course 
of  events  has,  however,  been  calculated  to  encourage  the  enemies 
of  the  Union  and  the  champions  of  disorder,  and  to  discourage  the 
loyal  and  long-suffering  minority,  who  have  fought  our  battle  so 
gallantly  during  recent  years.  The  Separatist  party,  no  doubt, 
hope  by  these  tactics  to  undermine  the  position  which  they  have 
failed  to  carry  by  more  direct  assaults." 
Mr.  Walter  Long,  M.P.,  wrote : — 

"  The  present  is  an  extremely  anxious  and  critical  period  for 
Ireland  and  for  Unionists.  Not  only  have  we  to  face  the  old  enemy, 
Home  Rule,  as  represented  by  the  policy  of  the  Irish  Nationalist 
party,  but  we  have  also  apparently  to  deal  with  a  more  subtle  foe — 
namely,  a  policy  propounded  by  some  who  still  call  themselves 
Unionists,  and  who  none  the  less  advocate  proposals  which,  if  adopted, 
can  only  end  in  Home  Rule  itself.  Rumours  of  all  kinds  have  been 
steadily  circulated  during  the  past  year  or  two  for  which  there  is 
not  the  slightest  shadow  of  foundation.  I  am  credibly  informed 
that  it  is  even  hinted  in  some  quarters  that  my  colleagues  and  myself 
are  in  favour  of  some  measure  leading  up  to  Home  Rule.  It  is, 
indeed,  difficult  to  imagine  that  anybody  can  believe  this  statement, 
since  we  have,  one  and  all,  so  consistently  declared  that  we  are 
opposed  to  any  such  policy,  by  whatever  name  it  may  be  disguised. 
Ireland  is  suffering  at  present  from  an  entire  absence  of  government ; 
matters  are  allowed  to  take  their  own  course,  and  deeds  of  lawlessness 
and  even  violence  are  met  with  a  hopeless  policy  of  inaction.  No 
wonder  that  despair  and  depression  are  felt  universally  throughout 
the  country.  It  is,  however,  incumbent  upon  all  Unionists  to 
present  a  brave  front  to  these  difficulties,  overwhelming  as  for  the 
moment  they  may  seem  to  be.  An  end  must  come  to  the  present 
period  of  misrule,  and  when  the  Unionist,  party  are  again  entrusted 
with  the  government  of  Ireland  they  will  be  able  to  show  in  future, 
as  they  have  done  in  the  past,  that  while  they  are  determined  to 
maintain  authority  and  to  give  the  fullest  possible  liberty  to  every 
law-abiding  citizen,  they  can  at  the  same  time  help  the  people  of 
all  parts  to  develop  the  infinite  resources  of  the  country,  and  to  carve 
•out  for  themselves  a  prosperous  and  happy  future." 

A  2 


478  Irish  Facts.  [December,  1908. 


Both  wings  of  the  Unionist  party  last  week  held  their  Annual 
Conference. — the  Conservatives  at  Cardiff  and  the  Liberal-Unionists  at 
Manchester.  At  both  conferences  resolutions  were  unanimously  passed 
re-affirming  opposition  to  Home  Rule,  and  expressing  dissatisfaction  with 
the  condition  of  Ireland  under  Mr.  Birrell. 

At  the  Conservative  Conference,  the  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  J.  H. 
Campbell,  K.C.,  M.P.,  on  behalf  of  the  Unionist  Associations  of  Ireland, 
was  as  follows  : — 

"  That  this  Conference  re-affirms  its  opposition  to  any  policy, 
under  whatever  name,  leading  up  to  Home  Rule,  and  considers  it 
of  paramount  importance  that  the  Irish  question  should  be  kept, 
as  far  as  may  be  possible,  before  the  electors  of  Great  Britain,  the 
present  state  of  Ireland  being  such  as  must  unite,  if  the  facts  were 
but  fully  known,  all  genuine  supporters  of  law  and  order,  in  opposition 
to  a  Government  which  has  permitted  power  and  authority  throughout 
considerable  districts  of  Ireland  to  pass  from  its  own  hands  into 
those  of  the  United  Irish  League." 

At  the  Liberal  Unionist  Conference,  Mr.  A.  L.  Horner,  K.C.  (South 
Tyrone),  moved  the  following  resolution: — 

"That  the  Council  re-affirms  its  determination  to  use  every 
effort  to  maintain  the  Parliamentary  Union  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  the  supremacy  of  the  Imperial  Legislature.  It 
views  with  increased  anxiety  the  continuance  of  cattle-driving, 
intimidation,  and  crime  in  Ireland,  whereby  the  lives  of  law-abiding 
citizens  are  endangered  and  their  property  is  destroyed,  and 
earnestly  protests  against  the  Government's  neglect  of  their  primary 
duty  to  administer  the  law  and  maintain  order." 

The  True  Unionist  Position. 

Mr.  Walter  Long,  speaking  at  Nottingham  on  November  13,  said, 
with  reference  to  Home  Rule : — 

"  The  phrase  which  had  been  used,  that  England's  difficulty 
was  Ireland's  opportunity,  must  not  be  forgotten.  They  would 
be  unmindful  of  their  responsibility  in  relation  to  loyal  subjects 
of  the  Crown  in  Ireland  if  that  pregnant  sentence  was  forgotten. 
The  answer  to  the  demand  which  had  been  made  was  clear,  and  it 
was  that  Home  Rule  would  never  be  conceded.  There  had  been 
some  glib  talk  as  to  dealing  with  the  matter  on  the  colonial  model 
He  was  convinced,  however,  that  the  idea  was  entirely  inapplicable 
•  to  Ireland. 

"  Mr.  Redmond  had  claimed  to  speak  for  Ireland,  but  he  (Mr. 
Long)  entirely  disputed  that  right.  Ireland  possessed  a  population 
of  some  four  and  a  half  millions.  He  (Mr.  Long)  claimed  to  represent 
one  and  a  half  millions,  and  to  say  that,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
insignificant  groups  so  small  as  not  to  be  worth  mentioning,  and 
unrepresentative  of  anybody  except  themselves,  the  Irish  Unionists 
would  not  have  Home  Rule  on  any  terms.  They  had  lived  and 
traded  under  the  British  flag,  and  in  Belfast  and  the  north-east 
corner  of  Ireland  they  could  point  to  a  prosperity  as  great  as  was  to 
be  found  in  any  town  in  England  and  Scotland.  There  was  evidence 
of  this  in  splendid  workshops  and  public  buildings. 

"  The  Home  Rule  which  was  being  asked  for  would  satisfy 
nobody,  and  would  be  thrown  back  in  their  teeth  by  Unionists  in 
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Ireland.  The  battle  was  fought  more  than  twenty  years  ago,  when 
it  was  thought  the  question  had  been  settled  ;  but  they  were  prepared 
to  go  on  fighting  again  if  necessary.  If  there  was  any  attempt  on 
the  part  of  the  Unionist  party  to  truckle  to  the  Home  Rule  demands 
there  would  be  no  room  in  its  ranks  for  him  (Mr.  Long).  Much  as 
he  loved  political  work,  proud  as  he  was  to  hold  a  commission  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Unionist  party,  he  would  lay  it  down  and  go  out  into 
the  country  to  work  against  those  with  whom  he  had  been  associated 
if  he  thought  they  were  going  to  accede  to  the  Home  Rule  demands. 
Betrayal  of  the  Unionist  cause  would  leave  thousands  of  loyal  men 
and  women  who  had  borne  the  heat  and  Tmrden  of  the  strife  liable 
to  be  treated  cruelly  and  oppressively  by  the  majority." — Belfast 
News  Letter,  Nov.  14. 

Congratulations  to  Roserea. 

Heartiest  congratulations  to  Roserea.  Her  bacon  factory  has  won 
three  prizes  at  the  great  Dairy  Show  "  in  Islington,  England  " — two 
bronze  medals  and  a  silver  one. 

Roserea  rejoiced  at  her  bacon  factory's  success.  Two  local  bands 
played,  a  torchlight  procession  took  place,  and  a  public  meeting  was  held, 
the  speeches  being  crammed  with  congratulations  and  joy. 

Says  the  Midland  Tribune  (October  17) : — 

"  Roserea    was    seething    with    excitement   on    Tuesday   night. 

Ivy  arches  spanned  the  streets,  rows  of  candles  burned  in  practically 

every  window,  and  tar  barrels  blazed  in  many  parts  of  the  town." 

Perhaps  the  Chairman  of  the  Tipperary  County  Council  will  excuse 
us  if  we  do  not  quite  follow  him  when  he  said  :  "  We  have  hardly  gained 
our  feet  when  we  are  at  the  top  of  the  ladder  "  !  But  we  must  make 
allowances  for  the  enthusiasm  of  victory. 

Our  best  wishes  to  the  Roserea  Bacon  Factory.  May  it  thrive  and 
go  on  from  success  to  success.  Supplying  British  breakfast  tables  is  more 
paying  than  driving  the  graziers'  cattle  ;  and  has  a  pleasant,  instead  of 
unpleasant,  sequel. 

Unionist  Work  for  Irish  Farmers. 

Mr.  Devlin,  M.P.,  speaking  at  Lawrence,  Massachusetts,  on  October  18, 
said : — 

"  A  Bill  was  introduced  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  then 
went  through  the  House  of  Lords,  practically  evicting  from  the  land 
the  former  evictors  of  the  Irish  tenants.  The  passage  of  the  Land 
Act  meant  the  extermination  of  the  exterminators,  and  the  eviction 
of  the  evictors,  and  the  transfer  of  the  land  of  Ireland  for  the  people 
of  Ireland.  To-day  in  one-third  of  Ireland  there  is  not  one  vestige 
of  landlordism.  The  sum  of  700,000,000  dollars  has  been  voted 
to  Ireland  by  Parliament  to  expropriate  the  landlords  in  consequence 
of  our  agitation  in  Parliament  and  the  work  of  the  United  Irish 
League.  According  to  this  Act  the  farmer  can  buy  the  land  from 
the  landlord  and  become  the  owner  of  the  land  he  tills.  The  result 
of  the  labours  of  the  Irish  party  was  to  rout  the  landlords  for  ever 
from  one-third  of  the  Irish  farms  in  the  motherland.  It  must  rejoice 
your  hearts  to  find  to-day  the  great  change  for  the  better  in  the 
condition  of  affairs  in  Ireland.  The  people  now  have  the  ownership 
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of  one-third  of  the  land  and  are  certain  of  the  ownership  of  the  other 

two-thirds  within  the  next  ten  years."— Irish  People,  November  14. 

We  refrain  from  commenting  on  Mr.  Devlin's  picturesque  epithets, 

or  on  his  claim  for  the  Irish  party.     Our  purpose  is  to  draw  the  attention 

of  those  who  assert  the  Unionist  policy  towards  Ireland  to  be  one  of 

negation  to  the  concluding  sentence  of  the  quotation. 

Mr.  Redmond  r.  Mr.  Asquith. 

Mr.      Redmond,      at       Boston,          Mr.  Asquith,  House  of  Commons, 
United  States:—  October  20  :— 

"  Mr.  Asquith  is  pledged  publicly  »  I  HAVE  GIVEN  NO  PRIVATE 

and  privately  to  make  full  Home       PLEDGES." 
Rule  one  of  the  living  issues  to 
be  put  before  the  electors  at  the 
next     General      Election." — Irish 
Independent,  October  5. 

The  Pledge  Again. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  South  Louth  Executive  of  the  U.  I.  League,  held 
on  October  10,  we  learn  from  the  Drogheda  Independent  (October  17) 
that  Father  Kelly  asked  : — 

"  Have  the  Liberals  bound  themselves  absolutely  to  bring  in 
a  Home  Rule  measure  after  the  General  Election  ?  " 

Mr.  SHEEHY,  M.P. — "  They  have  bound  themselves  to  submit 
the  question  to  their  constituents  at  the  next  election." 

A  Joint  Campaign. 

From  the  Daily  News  (October  23) : — 

"  As  the  years  begin  to  bring  us  in  view  of  the  next  electoral 
contest  it  becomes  increasing  evident  that  we  must  face,  betimes, 
the  ultimate  problem  of  Irish  Government.  Half  measures  have 
failed.  .  . 

"  A  campaign  for  Home  Rule,  in  which  its  best  advocates,  the 
Irish  Members  themselves,  shall  work  hand  in  hand  with  English 
Liberals,  cannot  be  organised  too  soon." 

The  Liberal  Alliance. 

The  appearance  of  Mr.  Redmond  upon  Liberal  platforms  during 
last  week  cements  the  partnership  between  the  two  Little-England 
parties  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Home  Rule  is  no  longer  a  "  bogey  "  ; 
it  is  the  corner-stone  of  an  alliance  and  the  broadest  plank  of  a  two-power 
platform.  It  is  not  for  us  to  criticise  it  beyond  its  merits  ;  but  we 
anticipate  that  the  worthlessness  of  Mr.  Redmond's  Irish  history  will 
fetch  about  the  same  price  in  the  market  of  public  confidence  as  the 
obduracy  of  the  Liberal  party  in  clinging  to  Home  Rule  to  save  them 
at  the  next  General  Election.  Like  a  good  man  of  business,  Mr.  Redmond 
is  making  a  good  bargain  for  himself :  "  Support  us  in  our  Home  Rule 
battle,  and  we  will  support  you  in  the  Disestablishment  of  the  English 
Church."  Thus  speaks  Roman  Catholic  Ireland  to  Nonconformist 
England.  Can  the  science  of  political  huckstering  sink  any  lower  than 
this  gutter-gambling  for  votes  ? 
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"HOME    RULE    IS    IN    SIGHT." 

THE  PARLIAMENTARY  PEEP-SHOW. 

Mr.  REDMOND  :  "  This  picture  is  called  '  Home  Rule  in  Sight.'  It 
created  quite  a  sensation  in  the  States  on  the  occasion  of  my  last  visit." 

PAT:  "I  can't  see  any  Home  Rule." 

Mr.  REDMOND  :  "  Well,  my  boy,  your  vision  must  be  a  trifle  bad. 
I  guess  you  have  seen  enough  for  what  you  paid.  You  pay  your  money, 
and  don't  ask  silly  questions.  I've  said  it's  there,  and  that's  all  right." 

[Mr.  Redmond  has  assured  a  meeting  in  Boston  that  "  Home  Rule  was  in  sight."  It 
is  a  pity  Mr.  Redmond  did  not  enter  into  details  and  state  at  what  exact  point  of  the 
horizon  Home  Rule  could  be  seen,  and  from  whom  we  are  to  get  it.] 

— From  The  Lepracaun,  Nov.  1908. 
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Ecclesiastical  Opinion. 

Dr.  O'Dwyer,  the  Catholic  Bishop  of  Limerick,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Mayor  of  that  City,  published  in  the  Irish  daily  papers  of  October  20, 
acknowledging  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Corporation  with  reference  to 
the  Eucharistic  Procession,  says  : — 

"  I  think  that  it  is  high  time  to  stop  passing  these  resolutions. 
They  only  mark  our  impotence.  If  we  were  prepared  as  men  to 
make  the  Irish  Parliamentary  party  feel  the  difference  if  they  threw 
us  over  on  this  question,  there  might  be  some  use  or  some  respect- 
ability in  our  proceedings,  but  while  the  Prime  Minister  can  insult  us 
and  refuse  us  redress,  and  refuse  us  even  an  opportunity  of  discussing 
our  grievance  in  Parliament  without  being  one  penny  the  worse 
for  it,  we  would  do  a  great  deal  better  to  grin  and  bear  it,  and  not  go 
exhibiting  ourselves  before  the  world  as  a  nation  yelping  under 
the  lash,  but  too  mean  to  turn  on  the  hand  that  wields  it. 

"  Irish  political  life  was  never  brought  so  low.  We  have  a 
nominal  Home  Rule  party,  who  have  supported  at  the  polls  and  in 
Parliament  a  Government  that  has  bound  itself  not  to  deal  with  Home 
Rule  during  this  Parliament ;  who  supported  a  member  of  that 
Government  at  Manchester  on  the  statement  that  the  Ministry  at 
the  next  general  election  will  not  renew  the  anti-Home  Rule  pledge, 
and  have  knowingly  and  systematically  tried  ever  since  to  deceive 
the  Irishmen  of  these  countries  into  believing  that  this  was  a  positive 
pledge  on  the  part  of  the  Liberals  to  deal  with  Home  Rule.  That  is 
the  jugglery  by  which  Home  Rule  is  being  used  to  serve  the  Liberals. 
It  is  on  a  par  with  the  pretence  that  is  now  being  made  of  resentment 
while  feeling  runs  high  amongst  Catholics  against  Mr.  Asquith  and 
his  Government  on  the  religious  question. 

"  But,  mark  my  words  for  it,  it  is  all  sham  and  humbug  ;  these 
penal  laws  will  stand ;  we  are  '  only  Papists  '  whom  it  is  safe  to 
insult,  and  while  one  of  our  Catholic  leaders  does  not  think  himself 
degraded  by  going  to  act  as  temporary  curate  to  a  Nonconformist 
parson  in  London,  who  is  one  of  the  loudest  of  the  bigots  that  call 
for  our  humiliation,  we  had  better  hold  our  tongues  if  we  have  not 
the  will  nor  the  power  to  make  our  representatives  represent  us." 

Off  his  own  Bat. 

At  Dundee  on  October  8,  1908,  Mr.  Winston  Churchill,  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  said : — 

"...  In  the  third  place,  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  went  on 
to  criticise  and  animadvert  upon  our  attitude  in  regard  to  Ireland. 
He  was  very  angry  with  the  Liberal  party  about  Ireland,  and  what 
seemed  most  to  make  him  angry,  was  that  he  professes  not  to  know 
what  our  views  or  policy  is,  in  regard  to  Ireland.  Well,  I  will  tell 
him  what  the  policy  of  the  Liberal  party  is  in  regard  to  Ireland. 
The  Liberal  party  is  a  Home  Rule  party.  Its  policy  in  regard  to 
Ireland  is  to  give  Ireland  an  Irish  Parliament  for  the  management 
of  its  exclusively  Irish  affairs,  subject  to  and  subordinate  to  the 
proper  control  of  the  Imperial  Parliament.  That  is  the  policy  of 
the  Liberal  party,  outlined  for  them  by  Mr.  Gladstone,  and  faithfully 
pursued  and  followed  ever  since.  At  the  last  election,  as  is  well 
known,  in  view  of  the  great  numbers  of  people  who  did  not  agree 


December,  1908.J  Irish  Facts.  483 


with  that  policy,  but  who  nevertheless  wished  to  vote  for  Free  Trade, 
and  wished  to  pass  a  vote  of  censure  upon  the  late  administration, 
the  then  leaders  of  the  Liberal  party  promised  that  in  the  lifetime 
and  scope  of  the  present  Parliament,  they  would  not  introduce  a 
measure  which  would  '  fully  '  carry  out  the  principle  and  policy 
which  I  have  unfolded  to  you.  But  that  pledge  will  be  exhausted 
with  the  lifetime  of  this  Parliament,  and  when  another  election 
takes  place,  as  I  have  before  stated,  and  now  take  occasion  to  repeat, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Liberal  party  should  in  no  way  bind  itself 
not  to  go  forward,  and  not  to  present  the  whole  policy  which  was 
put  forward  for  a  just  and  proper  satisfaction  of  Irish  claims.  .  ." 
— Dundee.  Advertiser,  Oct.  9,  1908. 

When  asked  by  Captain  Craig  (October  19),  whether  Mr.  Churchill's 
statement  on  the  subject  of  Home  Rule  was  made  with  the  sanction 
of  the  Cabinet,  the  Prime  Minister  said : — 

"  The  statement  of  my  Right  Hon.  Friend  was  made  on  his  own 
responsibility.     The    policy   of    the    Government   has    been    clearly 
explained  in  the  declarations  made  by  me  in  the  earlier  part  of  the 
Session,  to  which  I  have  nothing  to  add." 
In  reply  to  a  further  question  Mr.  Asquith  said : — 

"  I  am  not  aware  of  any  difference  of  opinion  amongst  members 
of  the  Government  on    this  subject,  and  I  am  afraid  that  nothing 
I  can  say  will  allay  these  feelings  of  apprehension  and  unrest." 
Further  pressed  to  declare   "  whether,  if  there  were  no  difference 
Of  opinion  between  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  and  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  he  therefore  endorsed  what  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  had  said," 

Mr.  Asquith  could  only  reply :  "  There  is  no  difference  of  opinion." 

Mr.  Redmond's  Guest. 

Speaking  at  the  Hoffman  House,  New  York,  on  October  7,  Mr. 
Redmond  said : — 

"  I  now  give  an  invitation  to  visit  Ireland.  I  see  in  front  of 
me  Patrick  Ford,  a  man  who  for  half  a  century,  by  his  manhood  and 
his  great  newspaper,  the  Irish  World,  has  given  Ireland  unstinted 
support,  and  sitting. back  of  me  here  is  O'Meagher  Condon,  who  in 
the  day  of  stress  and  trial  fearlessly  gave  Ireland  her  national  anthem, 
'  God  save  Ireland.'  I  invite  them  and  others  like  them  (if  their 
like  can  be  found)  to  visit  us  and  see  for  themselves  what  we  have  been 
doing,  and  receive  their  thanks  from  the  warm  hearts  of  our 
people." — Irish  World,  October  17. 

Patrick  Ford  is  the  gentleman  referred  to  in  the  findings  of  the 
Special  Commission  as  "  a  known  advocate  of  crime  and  the  use  of 
dynamite."  His  views  he  has  admirably  expressed  in  an  article  which 
appeared  over  his  signature  in  the  Irish  World  in  November,  1899, 
and  which  was  an  appeal  for  funds  to  help  the  United  Irish  League.  He 
-wrote  : — 

"  England  makes  use  of  various  means,  moral  and  physical, 
to  realise  her  evil  designs  ;  why  should  not  Irishmen  do  likewise 
to  further  their  righteous  cause  ?  If  any  set  of  Irishmen  see  their 
way  to  successfully  attack  England  by  physical  force,  why,  let  them 
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go  ahead,  and  God  bless  them.  If  there  is  any  dynamite  or  lyddite 
that  will  blow  the  British  Empire  up  into  the  clouds  or  down  into 
the  bottomless  pit,  why,  let  it  be  used  and  forthwith.  We  believe  in 
all  that  sort  of  thing.  And  we  feel  sure  that  the  men  at  the  head  of 
the  United  Irish  League  are  not  contrary  minded." 
The  man  at  the  head  of  the  United  Irish  League  is — Mr.  John 
Redmond  ! 

Doubtful  of  the  English  Campaign. 

Says  the  Nationalist  paper,  the  Limerick  Leader  (November  11), 
of  Mr.  Redmond's  campaign  on  English  Liberal  platforms : — 

"  Those  British  voters  must  badly  want  education  on  the  Home 
Rule  question,  when  we  remember  that  the  Liberals  refused  to  make 
it  an  issue  at  the  last  General  Election,  because  if  they  did  it  would 
probably  mean  their  defeat.  The  party,  evidently  recognising  all 
this,  consider  it  the  best  policy  to  start  with  the  education  of  public 
opinion  in  England  on  the  Home  Rule  issue,  and  we  trust  that  they 
will  be  successful,  although  we  have  doubts  as  to  the  aptitude  of 
the  pupils  to  assimilate  the  doctrines  proposed  to  be  preached." 

Religious  Intolerance  at  Swords. 

In  the  town  of  Swords,  Co.  Dublin,  there  resides  a  Mr.  Rock,  who 
is  a  Protestant.  He  belongs  to  the  Baptist  form  of  faith.  He  has  a 
shop  in  the  town,  and  is  a  highly  respectable  and  inoffensive  man.  On 
Sunday  evening,  October  11,  he  invited  some  friends  from  Dublin, 
who  are  of  his  own  way  of  thinking  in  matters  of  religion,  to  come  to 
Swords  and  join  with  him  in  a  religious  meeting  in  a  house  which  he 
rented  in  the  town.  About  twelve  people  arrived,  and  they  proceeded 
to  hold  their  meeting  in  an  upper  room  of  the  house.  There  was  no 
demonstration  whatever  on  the  street,  or  in  any  way  in  public.  It  was 
strictly  a  private  meeting  of  friends  in  a  private  house.  It  was  in  no 
way  controversial  or  calculated  to  interfere  with  Catholics. 

The  meeting  was  held  in  the  evening,  and  when  Mr.  Rock's  friends 
proceeded  to  sing  a  hymn,  a  crowd  of  Roman  Catholics  assembled  outside 
the  house,  and  a  volley  of  stones  was  poured  through  the  windows,  com- 
pletely wrecking  them.  As  the  Protestants  left  the  house,  they  were 
stoned  by  the  crowd,  but  fortunately  no  one  was  hurt.  On  the  Monday 
night  following,  a  large  crowd  assembled,  which  booed,  groaned,  and 
let  off  fireworks  outside  of  Mr.  Rock's  house.  On  Tuesday  night  a  still 
larger  crowd  assembled,  accompanied  by  two  bands,  and  stones  were  again 
thrown  both  at  Mr.  Rock's  house  and  at  the  police,  a  few  of  whom 
attempted  to  hold  the  rowdies  in  check.  One  policeman  had  the  spike 
of  his  helmet  broken  by  a  stone.  Mr.  Rock  has  been  boycotted  to  the 
extent  that  his  shop  is  deserted,  and  some  servants  have  left  him.  It 
is  feared  that  if  another  meeting  is  attempted  there  may  be  more  serious 
disorder. 

"Rebel  Cork!" 

From  the  Daily  Independent  (November  16) : — 

"  At  Friday's  meeting  of  the  Cork  Corporation  a  letter  was 
read  from  the  Recruiting  Officer  of  the  Cork  District,  intimating 
that  '  as  a  means  of  mitigating  the  want  of  employment  in  the  city 
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during  the  coining  winter '  he  had  been  directed  by  the  War  Office 
to. call  the  attention  of  the  Corporation  to  the  Special  Reserve  of 
the  Army.  '  Should  it  come  to  your  knowledge,'  the  letter  proceeded, 
'  that  any  men  seeking  employment  under  the  Corporation  might 
be  desirous  of  joining  the  Special  Reserve,  will  you  kindly  direct 
them  to  report  themselves  to  the  Recruiting  Officer,  Cork  Barracks, 
or  Fort  Elizabeth?' 

"  Mr.  LYNCH  moved,  and  Aid.  MILLABD  seconded,  that  the  letter 
be  put  in  the  waste-paper  basket. 

"  Alderman  KELLEHER  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  propose 
that  they  strongly  condemn  the  action  of  the  military  authorities 
in  supplanting  civilian  labour  by  military  labour,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  try  to  make  the  unemployed  become  soldiers  instead  of  honest 
workmen. 

"  Mr.  O'NEILL  said  it  was  not  a  military,  but  an  industrial, 
Ireland  they  wanted,  but  what  the  Government  desired  was  that 
there  should  be  distress  in  Ireland  so  that  they  would  be  the  more 
likely  to  get  recruits. 

"  Aid.  FOBDE  said  that,  as  a  set-off  to  what  had  occurred,  he 
would  move  that  the  Lord  Mayor  wait  on  the  American  Consul, 
and,  on  the  part  of  the  Corporation,  officially  invite  the  American 
Fleet  to  visit  Cork. 

"  The  LORD  MAYOR  said  it  would  give  him  great  pleasure  to 
do  so. 

"  It  was  agreed  to  put  the  Recruiting  Officer's  letter  in  the 
waste-paper  basket." 


"  Up-to-date." 

From  Sinn  Fein  (October  24)  :- 

Mr.  DILLON. 

"  He  claimed  for  the  Irish  Party 
that,  though  it  was  composed  of 
poor  men,  and  that  was  some- 
times a  subject  of  sneers  and 
contumely,  no  member  of  it  had 
ever  asked  for  or  accepted  place 
or  office  from  the  Government, 
and  if  they  had  no  record  of 
achievement  but  that  to  show  for 
their  work  during  the  past  28 
years  of  bitter  conflict  with  the 
wealthiest  Government  in  the  world, 
but  that  alone,  they  would  be 
entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  their 
countrymen,  because  they  held  the 
banner  of  Irish  honour  so  high 
that  he  defied  the  whole  records 
of  the  world  to  equal  it." — Speech 
at  Preston. 


THE  TRUTH. 

Arthur         O'Connor,         M.P., 
appointed  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment,    County    Court    Judge    of 
Durham. 

Matthias  MacDonnell  Bodkin, 
M.P.,  appointed  by  the  British 
Government,  County  Court  Judge 
of  Clare. 

"  Local     Government     Board, 

Whitehall,    S.W. 

10th     July,     1907. 

"  Dear    Sir, — I    am    desired    by 

Mr.     Burns    to    acknowledge    the 

receipt    of    the    letter    signed    by 

Mr.    Joyce,    M.P.,    and    yourself, 

sending   him  an  application  for  an 

appointment  under  the  Home  Office 

from of    Limerick. — Yours 

faithfully, 

"  HENRY  J.  COMYNS. 
"  W.  Lundon,  Esq.,  M.P." 

B  2 
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So  much  for  Mr.  Dillon's  truth.  Here  is  the  record  of  Mr-  Dillon's 
organ,  The  Freeman's  Journal : — 

"  Matthias  Bodkin,  chief  leader  writer  Freeman's  Journal, 
appointed  Co.  Court  Judge  of  Clare,  at  £1,400  per  annum. 

"  Richard  Adams,  leader  writer  Freeman's  Journal,  appointed 
County  Court  Judge  of  Limerick  at  £1,400  per  annum. 

"P.  J.  Kelly,  chief  leader  writer  of  the  Belfast  Morning  News 
(Freeman  s  Journal,  Belfast  edition),  appointed  Removable  Magistrate 
at  £800  per  annum. 

"  John  George  MacSweeney,  Editor  of  the  Weekly  Freeman, 
appointed  Local  Government  Board  Inspector  at  £800  per  annum. 

"  Maurice  Cosgrove,  chief  leader  writer  Evening  Telegraph, 
appointed  temporary  Local  Government  Board  Inspector  at  three 
guineas  per  day,  and  travelling  and  maintenance  expenses.  Since 
appointed  permanent  Inspector  at  £800. 

"  Edward  H.  Ennis,  leader  writer  Freeman's  Journal,  appointed 
Under  Secretary  at  Dublin  Castle  at  £2,000  a  year." 
The  estimate  Mr.  Dillon  forms  of  the  intelligence  of  his  audiences 
is,  no  doubt,  justified. 

Another  "Freeman"  Appointment 

To  the  long  list  of  recent  official  appointments  from  the  staff  of  the 
Freeman's  Journal  the  name  of  Mr.  Robert  Donovan  has  to  be  added. 
He  has  been  appointed  Secretary  to  the  Dublin  University  Commissioners. 
No  path  is  easier  to  official  appointment  for  sterling  Irish  Nationalists 
than  that  which  runs  through  the  office  of  the  Freeman's  Journal. 

After  British  Gold. 

Under  the  heading  of  "  Effects  of  the  Liberal  Alliance,"  the  Kilkenny 
People  (November  7)  draws  attention  to  the  action  of  Mr.  John  O'Connor, 
M.P.,  who  appeared  for  the  Public  Prosecutor  at  the  Taunton  Assizes 
on  November  2,  and  obtained  a  sentence  of  five  years'  penal  servitude 
for  a  man  found  guilty  of  fraud. 

The  Irish  People  (November  14)  declares : — 

"  We  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  this  is  one  of  the  greatest 
scandals  which  has  occurred  in  Irish  public  life  during  the  past  quarter 
of  a  century.  A  few  weeks  ago  at  Preston  Mr.  Dillon  was  able  to 
say  that  no  member  of  the  party  which  had  been  established  by 
Mr.  Parnell  had  soiled  his  hands  with  the  gold  of  the  British  Crown. 
That  is  no  longer  true.  Mr.  John  O'Connor,  after  solemnly  assuring 
his  constituents  that  he  had  not  acted  as  Crown  Prosecutor  at  Bristol, 
went  down  to  Taunton,  in  Devonshire,  with  Mr.  Raymond  Asquith, 
and  did  again  the  very  thing  which  he  was  just  after  repudiating 
with  such  a  show  of  indignation,  and  which  he  well  knew  would 
have  the  effect  of  bringing  him  within  the  category  of  a  Government 
hack." 

We  leave  the  question  of  the  Nationalist  self-denying  ordinance 
to  be  settled  amongst  themselves.  Our  only  comment  is  to  point  out 
that,  as  a  Home  Ruler,  Mr.  John  O'Connor  ought  to  be  practising  at 
the  Irish  and  not  at  the  English  Bar.  He  should  be  helping  Mr.  Birrell 
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to  send  cattle-drivers  and  other  law-breakers  to  prison,  and  not  be  taking 
official  part  at  English  Assizes.  Otherwise  what  becomes  of  his  arguments 
for  Home  Rule  ? 

An  M.P.  and  his  Constituents. 

From  the  Dublin  Daily  Express  (November  3) : — 

"  A  public  meeting  was  held  (on  November  1)  at  Mayo  Abbey, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  U.I.L.,  to  which  Messrs.  John  O'Donnell, 
the  Member  of  Parliament  for  the  division,  and  Conor  O'Kelly,  M.P., 
were  invited  and  attended,  the  object  being  to  reorganise  the  local 
branch  of  the  League. 

"  Mr.  John  O'Donnell,  M.P.,  on  rising  to  speak,  was  received 
with  cheers  and  groans.  He  said  that  he  was  glad  to  see  that  the 
spirit  which  was  instilled  into  the  people  some  nine  years  ago  was 
still  alive  in  them.  All  sections  were  now  recognising  that  the  people 
must  have  the  management  of  their  own  affairs,  and  that  if  they 
all  went  together  in  one  grand  demand  for  Home  Rule  they  were 
bound  to  succeed.  Mr.  O'Donnell  next  proceeded  to  speak  on  the 
grazing  question,  when  he  was  interrupted  and  would  not  be  allowed 
to  proceed. 

"  A  Voice  :  Shut  up. 

"  Mr.  O'Donnell :  I  have  been  asked  to  come  here  to-day. 

"  Another  Voice  :  Did  you  always  denounce  the  grazier  and  the 
grabber  ? 

"  Mr.  R.  Higgins  (chairman) :  Let  the  man  speak. 

"  Another  Voice  :  No.  South  Mayo  is  done  with  him  at  any 
rate. 

"  Chairman :  I  had  orders  from  the  League  to  invite  Mr. 
O'Donnell  here. 

"  A  Voice  :  You  had  not,  Sir. 

"  Chairman :  I  had,  and  you  were  all  present  when  the  order 
was  given. 

"  Here  there  was  a  slight  scuffle  on  the  platform,  but  when 
peace  was  temporarily  restored, 

"  Mr.  O'Donnell,  continuing,  said  that  in  the  early  days  there 
were  interruptions  and  opposition,  but  still  the  League  worked  on, 
with  the  result  that  thousands  of  grazing  ranches  had  been  broken 
up.  (Cries  of  '  Sit  down,'  '  Sit  down.') 

"  Chairman  :  He  may  be  able  to  explain  his  position  if  you 
let  him. 

"  A  Voice  :  Why  did  he  come  here  a  bird  alone  ?  Did  we  erect 
a  platform  for  him  or  any  other  enemy  ? 

"  Here  the  crowd  became  very  noisy  in  their  interruptions,  and 
one  man  who  intervened  for  peace  sake  was  ejected  from  the  platform. 

"  Mr.  Michael  Boyle,  Claremorris,  advised  Mr.  O'Donnell  to 
desist  in  his  speech. 

"  The  police  moved  cautiously  about  the  crowd,  taking  the 
names  of  those  who  were  interrupting  Mr.  O'Donnell,  and  who  were 
also  threatening  in  their  manner. 

"  After  some  further  interruptions,  Mr.  O'Donnell  retired, 
abandoning  his  speech." 
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The  Rivals. 

The  Connocht  Champion 

ON 
MR.  JOHN  O'DONNELL,  M.P. 

Mr.  John  O'Donnell  stood  in  the 
dock  twelve  times  in  six  years, 
charged  with  having  championed 
the  cause  of  the  Irish  people.  He 
has  been  tried  in  Coercion  Courts  ; 
before  County  Court  Judges  ;  and 
in  the  High  Courts.  Seven  times 
he  has  been  thrown  into  jail 
because  he  stood  up  for  the  Irish 
people.  He  has  spent  long  and 
weary  terms  in  Castlebar,  in  Tulla- 
more,  in  Sligo,  and  in  KUmainham 
jails  ;  and  he  has  been  an  advanced 
and  uncompromising  Irish  Nationa- 
list since,  as  a  boy  of  15  years  of 
age,  he  invested  the  first  £1  he  ever 
earned  in  a  rifle  wherewith  he  hoped 
to  deal  with  the  enemies  of  our  race. 
Mr.  O'Donnell  will  bear  the  marks 
of  many  a  hard-fought  field  to 
his  grave.  Such  importance  was 
placed  upon  his  services  to  his 
country  by  the  Coercion  Govern- 
ment of  the  time,  that  for  two  years 
he  would  not  be  allowed  to  open 
his  lips  in  bis  own  constituency, 
and  whenever  he  endeavoured  to 
speak  to  his  countrymen  outside 
it  he  was  prosecuted  and  thrown 
into  prison. — October  24. 


The  Connacht  Champion 

ON 
MR.  DUFFY,  M.P. 

The  whole  record  of  the  man 
shows  that  he  is  nothing  short  of 
an  opportunist  of  the  most  puny 
type.  Some  years  ago  when  he  got 
into  trouble,  instead  of  standing  up 
against  the  Crown  like  a  man  and 
showing  to  the  world  the  justice  of 
his  cause,  he  slunk  into  every  avail- 
able hiding  place,  and  it  was  only 
after  his  friends  had  interceded  tor 
him  with  a  Unionist  official,  and 
when  it  was  conveyed  to  him  that 
his  punishment  would  be  light,  he 
came  forth  from  his  hiding  place, 
the  vaunted  hero  of  Loughrea.  His 
vaunted  courage  on  the  occasion 
may  be  taken  as  typical  of  the 
record  of  the  career,  which  would 
never  justify  any  notice  were  it  not 
that  he  was  given  some  unpleasant 
task  to  perform  such  as  the  adminis- 
tering of  the  stab  in  the  back 
which  .it  was  sought  to  give  the 
"  Champion  "  at  Loughrea  on 
Sunday  week.  But  we  are  hardly 
going  to  be  muzzled  in  this  wise  ; 
and  we  have  every  confidence  that 
the  Nationalists  of  Galway,  who 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  fair  and 
open  criticism,  and  many  of  whom 
have  fought  side  by  side  with  the 
proprietor  of  this  paper,  will  not 
throw  it  overboard  for  an  imported 
innovation  which  Mr.  Duffy  in  his 
anger  would  fain  bring  to  South 
Galway  to  cloke  the  misdeeds  of  a 
malicious  meddler. — October  24. 


There  only  remains  to  add — 

(1)  That  Mr.  John  O'Donnell,  M.P.,  is  proprietor  of  the  Connacht 
Champion,  so  that  we  have  the  inestimable  privilege  of  hearing  Mr. 
John  O'Donnell's  valuation  of  himself ; 

(2)  That  he  is  in  the  midst  of  a  bitter  quarrel  with  his  "  pledge- 
bound  "  colleague,  Mr.  Duffy,  M.P. 

By  such  men  Liberals  would  have  Ireland  governed ! 
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Why  the  Platform  Broke. 

The  Connacht  Champion  (October  31),  reporting  an  Irish  Home 
Rule  meeting  at  Caherlistrane  on  October  25,  says : — 

"  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  during  Mr.  Reddy's  speech  com- 
parative silence  reigned,  showing  that  his  hearers  disapproved  in 
their  hearts  of  the  scurrilous  use  he  had  made  of  the  occasion. 
Little  wonder  that  in  the  middle  of  his  vulgar  language  the  platform 
collapsed  and  precipitated  amongst  the  broken  portions  of  the  timber 
some  of  those  who  were  standing  on  it." 

A  Leaner  Purse. 

Says  the  Irish  People  (November  14) : — 

"  Apparently  it  is  regarded  by  the  Freeman  school  of  politicians 
as  a  conclusive  evidence  of  the  real  feelings  of  the  country  that  £6,100 
has  been  subscribed  to  the  Parliamentary  Fund  during  the  present 
year,  but  it  is  only  a  comparison  with  the  response  made  by  the 
people  in  1903  which  will  set  this  figure  in  its  true  light.  In  that 
year  the  Defence  Fund  raised  in  connection  with  the  De  Freyne 
estate  amounted  to  £12,300,  while  the  Parliamentary  Fund  amounted 
to  £12,915,  or  altogether,  £25,215.  Even  in  1905  the  amount  of  the 
Parliamentary  collection  up  to  November  4th  amounted  to  £12,057. 
Therefore,  the  sum  subscribed  this  year  is  not  one-fourth  of  what 
it  was  the  year  of  Mr.  O'Brien's  retirement,  and  is  barely  half  what 
it  was  three  years  ago  at  this  period.  No  comment  could  add  to 
the  significance  of  these  figures." 

Government  Admissions. 

The  debate  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  October  21  on  the  condition 
of  certain  parts  of  Ireland  was  remarkable  for  the  fact  that  the  Govern- 
ment attempted  no  refutation  of  Lord  Londonderry's  case.  On  the 
contrary,  Lord  Denman  said : — 

"  Judging  from  the  figures  at  his  disposal,  he  admitted  that 
the  condition  of  certain  counties  in  the  West  of  Ireland  was  bad. 
Indeed,  he  believed  it  was  worse  than  at  any  time  during  which  the 
present  Government  had  been  in  office." — Times,  October  22. 
And  Lord  Crewe  said  : — 

"  He  fully  admitted  that  in  certain  districts  in  Ireland  a  con- 
dition of  very  considerable  gravity  prevailed,  and  that  that  condition 
.    was  less  favourable  than  it  had  been  during  the  last  two  years." — 
Times,  October  22. 

But  to  use  Lord  Lansdowne's  words,  the  Government  are  so 
"  impervious  and  incorrigible  "  that,  as  Lord  Denman  declared : — 

"  They  preferred  to  rely  on  the  ordinary  law  in  the  belief  that 
.  their  policy  would  result  in  the  creation  of  a  healthier  state  of  public 
opinion,  and  that  by  refusing  to  resort  to  exceptional  measures  they 
would  eventualty  enlist  the  sympathy  of  the  people  themselves  on 
the  side  of  law  and  order." — Times,  October  22. 
The  unkindest  cut  of  all  came  from  Lord  MacDonnell,  who,  as  Sir 
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Antony  MacDonnell,  was,  until  recently,  the  Under-Secretary  for  Ireland 
during  the  present  Government's  administration.     He  said : — 

"  He  did  not  in  all  respects  subscribe  to  the  policy  pursued  by 
the  Government  in  regard  to  crime  in  Ireland.  Perhaps  a  more 
sharp  method  of  treatment  for  those  who  instigated  cattle -driving 
would  have  produced  better  results." — Times,  October  22. 

Mr.  Birrell  on  "Land  Hunger." 

The  Chief   Secretary   spoke   at    Bristol,    on    October  22,   and   said 

.that  there  was  "  great  greediness  for  land  in  Ireland."     He  continued : — 

"  The  true  cure  for  what  is  happening  is  to  be  found  in    the 

continuance,  as  quickly  as  possible,  of  the  policy  which  seeks  to 

increase  the  miserably  small  holdings,  so  that  the  people  may  have 

the  chance  of  a  decent  living  on  the  land  to  which  they  are  so  much 

attached."     (Cheers.) 

Of  course,  there  were  "  cheers  "  ;  but  Mr.  Birrell  must  be  aware, 
even  if  his  audience  was  not,  what  a  large  number  of  the  poor  people 
are  doing  with  their  "  chance."  They  get  their  bits  of  land  carved  out 
of  some  big  estate  by  the  Commissioners,  but  they  do  not  work  It.  On 
the  contrary,  they  "  pool  "  it,  and  then  offer  a  large  tract  of  pasture  land 
to  the  hated  grazier  !  !  The  following  advertisement  shows  that  this 
movement  was  in  full  swing  six  months  ago.  It  is  taken  from  the  Tuam 
Herald  :— 


AUCTION 

OF 

PRIME     GRAZING     LAND. 

ABOUT    400  ACRES 

OF    THE 

RICH    FATTENING    LANDS     OF 
CLOONMORE. 

To  BE  SET  BY  PUBLIC  AUCTION 

ON 
WEDNESDAY,    29TH    DAY    OF    APRIL,    1908. 

SUBSCRIBER  has  received  instructions  from   the  tenants  on  the 
estate    of    Cloonmore    and    Cloondarone,    near    Tuam,    to    set 
said  lands  in  suitable  divisions  from  10  to  100  acres  and  upwards  for 
Grazing  up  to  the  30th  day  of  April,  1909. 

The  lands  are  of  the  best  quality,  well  fenced,  and  a  plentiful 
supply  of  water. 

A  competent  herd  on  the  lands. 

Terms  :    Approved  bills  payable  20th  day  of  October,  1908,  and 
10th  day  of  April,  1909. 

Auction  fees,  payable  on  signing  Grazing  Agreement,  5  per  cent. 
Sale  on  the  lands  at  12  o'clock  noon. 
For  further  particulars  apply  to — 

PATRICK  CAXAVAN, 
Auctioneer  and  Valuer,  Tuam. 


.December,  1908.]  Irish  Facts,  491 


Simulated  Indignation. 

At  Bristol  on  October  22,  Mr.  Birrell  said : — 

"  It  was  said  that  the  state  of  affairs  in  some  parts  of  Ireland 
was  such  that  the  Government  should  put  into  force  certain  extra- 
ordinary powers  conferred  upon  them  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and 
they  should  proclaim  certain  counties,  which  would  deprive  the  people 
of  trial  by  jury  and  place  in  power  Resident  Removable  Magistrates. 
That  is  a  terrible  and  grave  step  to  take,  because  it  means  war  with 
the  sentiments  and  feelings  of  the  Irish  people." — Freeman's  Journal, 
October  23. 

Mr.  Birrell's  indignation  strikes  us  as  unreal.  It  is  the  fact  that 
the  Government  have — 

1.  By  Act  of  Parliament  (William  IV.)  proclaimed  certain  counties. 

2.  On  their  own  responsibility  deprived  the  people  of  trial  by  jury 

in  agrarian  cases. 

3.  By  an  Act  of  Edward  III.  placed  in  power  Resident  Removable 

Magistrates. 

How  then  shall  they  escape  the  charge  of  waging  "  war  with  the 
sentiments  and  feelings  of  the  Irish  people,"  for  have  they  not  already 
taken  that  "  terrible  and  grave  step  "  ? 


Widespread  Disorder. 

Replying  to  Mr.  Lonsdale  (November  3),  Mr.  Birrell  stated  that 
outside  the  eight  counties  which  have  been  declared  by  proclamation  to 
be  in  a  state  of  disturbance,  cattle-drives  have  taken  place  within  the  last 
18  months  in  14  counties,  namely : — 

Cavan.  Louth. 

Cork.  Mayo. 

Donegal.  Meath. 

Dublin.  Queen's  County. 

Kerry.  Tipperary. 

Kildare.  Tyrone. 

Limerick.  Waterford. 

No  Improvement. 

Replying  to  Mr.  Lonsdale  (November  4),  Mr.  Birrell  said  that : — 

"  The  condition  of  the  disturbed  counties  has  not  been  such 
as  to  admit  in  any  instance  of  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  extra 
police. 

"  The  last  year  in  which  the  number  of  extra  police  was 
approximately  as  great  as  at  present  was  1892. 

"  The  final  withdrawal  of  the  extra  police  serving  under  former 
proclamations  took  place  in  1899." 

Is  it  worth  it? 

The  cost  to  Galway  of  Mr.  Birrell's  administration  of  Ireland  was 
discussed  at  a  meeting  of  the  Galway  County  Council  on  November  18, 
•when  a  bill  was  presented  for  extra  police  tax  up  to  September  30,  1908, 
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for  £5,050  13s.  2d.  When  there  is  added  to  this  the  amount  for  the 
half-year  ended  March  31,  1908,  the  cost  to  Galway  of  twelve  months  of 
Mr.  Birrell's  rule  is  £8,507  for  extra  police  alone. 

The  Council  unanimously  refused  payment,  and  the  amount  will 
now  have  to  be  deducted  from  the  local  grant. 

One  speaker  enlivened  the  discussion  by  saying  that  he  "  was  not 
against  cattle -driving  when  conducted  in  the  legal  manner "  !  He 
subsequently  explained  that  he  meant,  "  if  carried  out  according  to  hia 
point  of  view  " — a  definition  of  "  legal  "  that  would,  if  adopted,  be  highly 
popular  among  all  men  under  all  circumstances. 

The  Roscommon  County  Council  on  November  17  discussed  the 
same  subject.  Demand  was  made  for  the  payment  of : 

£1,108  7s.  3d.  for  conveyance  of  prisoners,  and 
£1,808  7s.  3d.  for  extra  police, 

in  respect  of  the  half-year  ended  September  30.  The  question  of  payment 
was  adjourned  until  the  next  meeting. 


[For  Mr.  Birrell's  Account  of  the  Riverstown  Tragedy  see  page  510-1 
The  Riverstown  Telegram. 

Says  Sinn  Fein  (November  7) : — 

"  On  Friday,  when  the  news  reached  Dublin  Castle  that  the 
constabulary  had  shot  a  man  dead,  the  following  telegram  was 
despatched  from  the  Chief  Secretary's  office  to  the  District  Inspector 
at  Ballymote : — 

"  '  Please  inform  Head-Constable  Donovan  and  the  men  who 
under  his  command  repelled  the  attack  on  the  police  of  an  armed 
party  of  cattle-drivers,  in  the  early  morning  of  the  29th  inst.,  that 
I  am  very  grateful  to  learn  how  well  they  upheld  the  traditions  of 
the  force  on  that  occasion.  I  much  regret  to  learn  that  Head- 
Constable  Donovan  was  injured.  Please  inform  me  how  he  is.' 

"  The  man  who  sent  this  telegram,  congratulating  the  Royal 
Irish  Constabulary  on  killing  a  peasant  to  preserve  a  bullock,  is 
Neville  Chamberlain,  the  Inspector-General  of  the  Force — an  English 
soldier  who,  we  believe,  was  employed  in  South  Africa  in  reducing 
the  Boers  by  the  methods  of  the  Concentration  Camp,  and  was 
therefore  considered  a  suitable  person  to  dragoon  us." 

The  incident  has  aroused  the  anger  of  the  more  independent  section 
of  the  Irish  Nationalist  Press.  Sinn  Fein  regrets  "  that  it  was  not 
despatched  from  a  Russian  Governmental  bureau  to  a  Cossack  brigade 
instead  of  from  Mr.  Birrell's  office  to  the  District  Inspector  at  Ballymote. 
In  the  latter  case  the  English  Press  would  have  been  able  to  write  columns 
of  denunciation  of  Russian  barbarism  and  brutality." 

Says  the  Irish  News  (November  6) : — 

"  If  a  Turkish  Pasha  under  Abdul  Hamid's  rule  at  its  worst 
heard  that  a  section  of  his  troops  had  shot  down  an  Armenian,  he 
would  have  had  the  common  sense  of  praising  the  Bashi-Bazouks 
otherwise  than  '  over  the  wire.'  " 
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Says  the  Kilkenny  People  (November  14)^: — 

"  The  murder  of  young  Stenson,  for  it  can  hardly  be  described 
in  other  terms,  seems  to  have  passed  almost  unnoticed  by  the  Press 
and  politicians.  Cattle-driving  is  now  a  serious  crime  in  this  country, 
but  scarcely  less  serious  in  the  eyes  of  the  ranting  patriots  who  are 
never  done  hurling  '  Remember  Mitchelstown  !  '  at  the  Tories  is 
the  crime  of  saying  or  doing  anything  that  might  embarrass  the 
glorious  Liberal  Government.  Now,  as  during  the  Bosebery  regime, 
the  cry  is '  Don't  embarrass  the  Government.'  If  it  were  Mr.  Balfour 
who  was  Chief  Secretary  instead  of  Mr.  Birrell  we  may  rely  on  it 
that  Press,  Parliament,  and  Platform  would  ring  with  '  Remember 
Riverstown.'  Nowadays  the  peasantry  are  left  to  bear  the  brunt 
of  the  fight  alone  and  unaided.  They  were  strongly  urged  by  some 
of  the  leaders,  speaking  from  the  safe  retreat  of  a  London  theatre,  to 
'  raise  hell  in  Ireland.'  But  the  same  leaders  are  particularly  careful 
to  keep  out  of  the  zone  of  hell  fire  and  police  fire." 

An  Armed  Peasantry. 

The  account  of  the  fatal  cattle -drive  at  Riverstown  in  which  the 
drivers  fired  repeatedly  at  the  police  lends  additional  force  to  the  following 
extract  from  the  Irish  Catholic,  the  weekly  organ  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
clergy.  There  we  read,  says  the  Times  (October  30) : — 

"  This  country  is  now  the  only  one  in  the  civilised  world  in  which 
firearms  can  be  possessed  and  carried  without  let  or  hindrance. 
There  is  scarcely  a  gombeen  man  from  Ballaghadereen  to  Dingle 
who  is  not  now  aiding  the  development  of  British  trade  by  retailing 
Birmingham  revolvers  and  guns  on  '  shilling  a  week '  terms.  It  is 
needless  to  lay  stress  on  the  danger  and  iniquity  of  such  traffic. 
To  place  the  instruments  of  mischief  and  outrage  within  the  reach 
of  every  tramp  and  cornerboy  is  counted  an  act  of  patriotism,  while 
to  seek  to  hasten  the  completion  of  a  beneficent  national  revolution 
is  regarded  as  an  outrage  against  the  monopoly  of  statesmanship 
enjoyed  by  our  professional  agitators." 

The  U.I.L.  and  Riverstown  Affray. 

Various  Irish  Home  Rule  organisations  are  demanding  an  inquiry 
into  the  recent  fatal  cattle-drive  at  Riverstown.  The  North  Longford 
Executive,  with  Mr.  Farrell,  M.P.,  desire  in  addition  that  the  police  should 
be  restrained  from  using  firearms  in  facing  any  crowd. 

Apparently  the  North  Longford  Executive  look  on  policemen  as- 
Aunt  Sallies,  to  be  shot  at  and  stoned  with  impunity. 

The  Future  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Ginnell,  M.P.,  in  the  course  of  an  interview  published  in  the 
Midland  Reporter  (October  22)  says : — 

***** 
"  A   general  strike  on  unsold  estates  against  the  payment  of 

c  2 
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any  more  rent  is  as  certain  as  a  general  strike  before  long  against 
the  payment  of  exorbitant  purchase  annuities." 

***** 

In  what  way  can  the  people  in  Ireland  most  effectively  help  the 
Irish  party  to  win  a  good  Land  Act  in  the  Autumn  Session  ? 

"  By  wholesale  cattle-driving.  By  an  immediate  clean  sweep 
of  all  the  ranches  in  four  counties,  from  Drogheda  to  Athlone,  and 
from  Finea  to  the  Curragh  in  a  single  night.  Young  men  on  bicycles 
could  easily  arrange  this.  It  would  steady  the  wobbling  Govern- 
ment." 

Priest  denounces  Nationalist  Practices. 

Speaking  at  second  mass  on  November  15,  in  the  Chapel  of  St.  Groin, 
Roscrea,  the  Very  Rev.  Archdeacon  Stewart,  referring  to  claims  made 
against  the  district  in  connection  with  cattle-driving,  said : — 

"  The  practice  of  injuring  property  in  this  way  was  immoral, 
and  the  people  responsible  for  it  would  be  bound  to  make  restitution. 
If  claims  had  been  successfully  made  against  the  ratepayers  in  respect 
of  cattle-driving  or  any  outrage  whatever,  the  authors  of  the  outrage 
should  recompense  the  ratepayers.  The  practice  of  boycotting 
shopkeepers  and  others  was,  he  said,  highly  immoral.  Boycotting 
should  not  be  encouraged,  because,  as  well  as  being  immoral  and 
illegal,  it  demoralised  the  people,  and  subjected  a  section  of  them  to 
the  petty  tyranny  of  another  section.  People  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  have  business  dealings  with  any  person  that  they  wished,  because 
if  the  principle  of  boycotting  was  resorted  to  they  would  be  unable 
to  exercise  their  free  will  in  the  ordinary  affairs  of  life." — Belfast 
News  Letter,  November  18.' 

Tipperary  "Patriots." 

Early  on  the  morning  of  November  17,  one  hundred  policemen 
descended  on  the  village  of  Holycross,  situated  between  Thurles  and 
Cashel,  and  arrested  eight  men  on  a  charge  of  intimidation  and  unlawful 
assembly. 

Mr.  Charles  N.  Clarke,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  a  Deputy-Lieutenant, 
was  the  person  to  which  these  unwelcome  attentions  were  directed,  because 
he  refused  to  sell  his  land,  or  divide  it  amongst  the  people. 

The  police  gave  evidence  that  on  two  occasions  a  riotous  crowd, 
yelling,  cheering,  and  groaning,  with  drums  beating,  demonstrated  around 
Mr.  Clarke's  property.  One  of  his  employees  had  been  assaulted. 

Refusing  to  give  bail,  the  men  went  to  prison.  Before  their  departure, 
the  Very  Rev.  Dean  Kinane,  P.P.,  V.G.,  Cashel,  addressed  them  "  and 
said  that  he  was  proud  of  their  patriotic  action." 

Lawless  Clare. 

We  reproduce  below  a  communication  from  the  Dublin  Daily  Express 
of  November  16,  illustrating  the  condition  of  West  Clare  under  Mr.  Birrell : — 

"  During  the  past  10  days  a  number  of  agrarian  outrages  have 
been  perpetrated  in  the  Kilmehill  and  Kilmury  M'Mahon  parishes, 
in  West  Clare,  following  on  a  moonlight  raid  by  an  armed  and  disguised 
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party  the  previous  week  on  the  house  of  a  farmer  named  Michael 
Cushen,  residing  at  Lacken,  within  about  half  a  mile  of  the  village 
of  Kilmehill. 

"  At  the  Kilrush  Board  of  Guardians  to-day,  Mr.  Patrick  Lillis, 
Vice-Chairman  of  the  Kilrush  Board  of  Guardians,  said  the  reply 
he  got  to  his  appeal  at  their  previous  meeting  for  peace  in  the  Kilmehill 
and  Kilmury  M'Mahon  district  was  to  have  his  stable  visited  on  the 
following  Sunday  night  and  the  tail  of  his  mare  cut  off  to  the  bone 
by  a  party  of  moonlighters,  who  have  the  people  in  absolute  terror. 

"  Mr.  RYAN  said  the  affair  was  a  disgrace  to  their  county. 

"  Mr.  THOMAS  GROTTY,  D.C.,  said  it  was  not  peace  that  was 
wanted  there  at  all,  but  turmoil  and  crime.  It  was  little  of  the 
taxation  those  who  organised  this  horrible  state  of  things  in  their 
midst  would  have  to  pay. 

"  Mr.  DOHEBTY,  J.P.,  said  the  cost  of  extra  police  in  Clare  would 
now  come  to  £3,000  a  year  on  the  people. 

"  During  the  night  after  the  outrage  on  Mr.  Lillis'  mare  at 
Killmehill,  the  house  of  a  farmer,  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  a  District  Councillor 
in  Lower  Kilmury  M'Mahon,  was  attacked  and  the  windows  smashed, 
soon  after  the  police  patrol  had  passed. 

"  Some  distance  away  on  the  following  night  a  party  of  moon- 
lighters visited  the  house  of  a  farmer  named  Halpin,  in  the  same- 
parish,  when,  it  is  stated,  his  daughter  going  outside  seeing  themr 
commenced  to  scream,  whereupon  they  made  off,  to  be  pursued 
unsuccessfully  by  a  police  patrol. 

"  A  few  nights  ago  a  threatening  notice  was  found  posted  on 
the  door  of  a  farmer  named  Hickey,  residing  at  Benvaran,  not  far 
from  Kinlea,  signed  '  Captain  Moonlight.'  The  letter  threatened 
the  family  with  the  most  atrocious  penalties  if  their  friendship  did 
not  cease  with  a  local  family  now  rigorously  boycotted  for  refusing 
to  part  with  certain  land. 

"  It  was  reported  yesterday  that  on  a  holding  farmed  by  Mr. 
Marcus  Keave,  near  Labasheeda,  in  the  parish  of  Kilmury  M'Mahon, 
a  quantity  of  hay,  between  30  and  40  tons,  was  destroyed  by  fire. 
The  local  police  had  been  investigating  the  matter — like  all  the 
other  outrages — but  the  prospect  of  the  perpetrators  being  brought 
to  book  seems  rather  remote. 

"  This  week  also  some  hay  belonging  to  a  farmer  named  Collins, 
in  the  Knockena  district,  a  few  miles  from  Kilrush,  was  burnt. 

"  Mr.  JOHN  CROTTY,  D.C.,  residing  at  Monmore,  had  a  fine 
house  of  his  on  an  outside  farm  burnt  to  the  ground,  with  a  lot  of 
fowl  belonging  to  the  herds.  His  '  offence,'  it  is  stated,  lies  in  the 
fact  of  speaking  to  an  '  obnoxious  '  person." 

More  United  Irish  League  Threats. 

Speaking  at  Foxford  on  November  8,  Mr.  Cogan,  United  Irish  League 
organiser,  said,  with  reference  to  Mr.  BirrellV  Land  Bill : — 

"  Mr.  Birrell  had  within  the  past  few  weeks  promised  to  become 
one  of  the  sternest  cattle-drivers  that  ever  entered  a  ranch.  The 
people  would  stay  quiet  until  they  saw  what  Mr.  Birrell's  proposals 
were,  and  then,  if  they  did  not  come  up  to  expectations — well, 
Mr.  Birrell  would  have  a  hot  time  of  it." — Western  People,  November  14. 
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The  "  Landless  Men  "  and  the  Inspector. 

In  Ireland  not  only  do  the  "  landless  men  "  covet  the  "  manless 
land,"  but  they  are  determined  that  the  division  of  the  spoils  shall  be 
in  'accordance  with  mob  law  rather  than  according  to  the  official  decisions 
of  the  Land  Commission. 

An  inspector  who  arrived  at  Tullaroan,  Co.  Kilkenny,  on  November  10, 
for  the  purpose  of  handing  over  possession  to  the  newly  selected  occupiers 
of  the  Scully  "  ranch,"  was  met  by  "  a  crowd  of  several  hundred  people, 
the  majority  of  whom  were  armed  with  sticks  and  '  camans,'  accompanied 
by  a  fife  and  drum  band."  We  are  told  (Irish  Times,  November  11)  that 
they— 

"  Offered  vigorous  opposition  to  the  inspector  in  several  cases 
in  which  the  decisions  of  the  Commissioners  are  disapproved  of  by 
the  people,  with  the  result  that  he  was  absolutely  prevented  from 
carrying  out  his  object,  so  far  as  these  are  concerned." 
The  report  continues  : — 

"  When  his  passage  on  the  road  was  first  obstructed  the  inspector 
strongly  appealed  to  the  crowd  to  permit  him  to  pass  and  carry  out 
his  work,  but  he  was  answered  by  loud  and  angry  cries,  and  the 
brandishing  of  sticks,  and  was  told  that  force  would  be  used  to 
prevent  him  giving  possession  to  certain  people.  .  .  The  inspector 
tried  to  get  through  the  crowd,  but  was  forced  back.  He  said  that 
this  was  a  technical  assault  on  him,  and  he  would  report  it  to  the 
Estates  Commissioners. 

"  A  Voice  :  '  Fight  for  your  rights,  boys  ;  don't  let  the  grabbers 
in.'  (Loud  cheers.) 

"  Eventually  the  inspector  was  obliged  to  retreat  from  the  crowd, 
whose  attitude  was  decidedly  hostile  towards  the  claimants  who 
accompanied  him.  One  of  the  latter  was  roughly  hustled,  and  the 
police  were  obliged  to  escort  him  to  a  place  of  safety. 

"  An  old  woman  named  Mrs.  Kenny,  whose  application  for  a 
house  and  holding  had  been  rejected,  was  put  into  possession  by  the 
inob.  A  fire  was  lighted  inside,  and  when  the  inspector  remonstrated 
with  her,  and  attempted  to  regain  possession,  a  number  of  men, 
waving  their  sticks,  took  up  a  position  in  front  of  the  door  of  the 
cabin,  and  dared  anyone  to  enter.  Mrs.  Kenny  refused  to  leave  the 
place,  and  said  that  she  and  her  sons  would  die  on  the  threshold 
if  necessary.  Here  again  the  inspector  had  to  retire,  to  the  huge  enjoy- 
ment of  the  multitude.  The  individual  who  had  been  selected  for 
this  holding  was  subjected  to  threats  and  ridicule,  and  it  is  under- 
stood that  he,  as  well  as  most  of  the  others  to  whom  objection  was 
raised,  have  now  declined  to  accept  the  allotment  offered  to  them. 

"  In  the  afternoon  the  crowd  proceeded  to  another  farm  on 
which  a  number  of  cattle  and  horses  were  grazing,  and  made  a  deter- 
mined effort  to  clear  it,  but  the  police  frustrated  the  attempt,  which 
created  much  excitement.  The  crowd  remained  in  the  locality 
until  after  sunset,  when,  as  no  further  cases  could  be  disposed  of, 
they  dispersed,  cheering  and  groaning  alternately." 

One  cannot  feel  surprised  at  this  victory  of  mob  rule,  since  Mr.  Birrell 
lias  declined  to  take  proper  steps  to  punish  lawlessness.  When  men 
obtain  the  distribution  of  farms  by  disorderly  deeds,  such  as  cattle-driving, 
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and  escape  the  adequate  consequences  of  their  illegal  acts,  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at  should  they  resort  to  the  same  methods  when  the  distri- 
bution of  the  rewards  meets  with  their  disapproval.  The  result  of  such 
conduct  is  that  the  administration  of  the  country  is  paralysed ;  but  that 
Is,  we  presume,  the  last  thing  to  cause  the  Government  uneasiness. 

Boycotted  Process  Servers. 

At  the  Gort  Quarter  Sessions  on  October  19,  Judge  Anderson  said  : — 

"  From  time  to  time  I  have  appointed  civil  bill  officers  for  the 
Woodford  District,  and  no  sooner  are  they  appointed  than  they  resign. 
They  are  boycotted  if  they  take  up  the  position,  and  the  last  man 
appointed  has  handed  in  bis  resignation.  He  said  that  his  life  would 
not  be  safe  as  soon  as  the  police  who  were  protecting  him  left  him, 
and  that  he  was  often  obliged  to  sleep  in  a  shed.  The  result  of  it 
all  was  that  not  only  can  rents  not  be  recovered,  but  ordinary  debts 
cannot  be  recovered  ;  and  yet  they  are  told  that  the  country  is  in  a 
perfect  tranquil  condition.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  district 
of  Woodford  was  in  a  most  lawless  condition." — Irish  Times, 
October  20. 

Why  there  are  Cattle-Drives. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell,  M.P.,  speaking  at  a  Nationalist  meeting  at  Legan, 
Co.  Longford,  on  October  25,  said : — 

"  Cast  your  eyes  across  the  country  and  go  on  to  Newtown- 
cashel.  What  do  you  see  ?  Bullocks  are  round  you.  What  are 
they  good  for  ?  They  don't  wear  breeches,  and  they  go  neither  to 
church,  nor  chapel,  nor  meeting.  Yet  these  animals  find  more 
protection  at  the  hands  of  the  British  Government  than  you,  and 
the  bullocks  are  allowed  to  go  over  where  your  fathers,  the  good 
old  stock  of  which  you  form  a  part,  once  thrived.  It  is  our  business 
to  teach  Mr.  Birrell  not  to  send  peelers  to  protect  the  bullocks,  but 
the  people.  The  law  should  be  so  framed  as  to  give  the  people  free 
entry  into  the  land.  Cat  tie -driving  was  said  to  be  a  crime,  but  in 
England,  where  their  throats  were  cut,  it  was  not  such  a  bad  crime. 
If  the  boys  of  the  Moydow  scatter  a  few  cattle  along  the  road  it  is  a 
terrible  crime.  Why  ?  Because  England  still  wants  to  hold  Ireland 
in  her  grip  and  to  deprive  the  people  of  their  rights.  It  may  be 
immoral  to  drive  cattle.  (A  voice:  We  cannot  carry  them.) 

"  Mr.  Farrell :  What  does  it  mean  ?  Do  we  want  to  injure  the 
cattle,  or  do  we  want  to  commit  an  outrage  on  the  dumb  beasts  ? 
No  ;  that  is  un-Irish  and  unchristianlike,  and  anyone  who  commits 
that  crime  is  an  enemy  to  Ireland  and  our  cause.  We  don't  want 
to  deprive  the  landlord  of  his  rights,  or  what  he  should  be  paid. 

"  Mr.  Farrell  referred  to  the  Fox  landlords,  and  asked  if  they  knew 
how  they  got  the  land.  They  got  it  by  a  trick,  and  we  must  compel 
people  like  this  to  give  up  the  land.  We  are  determined  to  carry  on  the 
fight  in  every  part  of  Longford  until  Mr.  Birrell  is  forced  to  deal  with 
the  question,  and  give  us  a  right  to  re-enter  on  the  lands  and  re-populate 
them." — Roscommon  Herald,  October  31. 
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FIRST  IRISHMAN  :  "  You  see,  now,  it's  a  glue  pot  I'm  in,  shure- 
For  divil  a  cent  o'  rent  can  I  get  for  my  Roscommon  property  since  they 
won't  allow  a  tenant  to  put  his  cattle  on  my  land,  and  the  Chafe  Secretary 
and  Governmint  won't  interfere  in  the  matther  at  all,  at  all." 

SECOND  DITTO  :  "  Shure,  it's  yourself  that's  to  blame  entoirely  for 
your  want  iv  foresight.  I  just  put  my  property  in  Chancery  and  Judge 
Ross  protects  me  from  the  bhoys;  and  everything's  as  paceful  as  you 
like.  D'yer  moind  that  now  ?  " 
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Boycotting  in  Westmeath. 

At  the  Mullingar  Quarter  Sessions  on   October   19  Judge  Curran 
said : — 

"  I  regret  that  I  am  not  able  to  congratulate  you  on  the  peace- 
able and  orderly  state  of  Westmeath.  Since  last  I  sat  here  there 
have  been  some  18  cattle  drives,  and  boycotting  —  malignant, 
systematic,  and  vindictive — has  been  carried  on  against  several  families 
in  one  district,  the  members  of  which  seemed  to  have  been  abandoned 
to  their  fate  by  those  whose  bounden  duty  it  is  to  protect  them. 
Therefore  it  is,  gentlemen,  that  I  cannot  congratulate  the  county 
on  its  present  state." — Irish  Times,  October  20. 

A  Boycotted  Teacher. 

From  the  Belfast  News  Letter  (October  28) : — 

"  The  tenants  on  the  Powell  estate,  Tobercurry,  County  Sligo, 
have  for  some  time  past  been  engaged  in  a  bitter  controversy  with 
their  landlord  over  the  sale  of  the  estate.  Some  six  months  ago 
demonstrations  were  held  outside  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Powell,  as 
a  result  of  which  eight  members  of  the  Moylough  branch  of  the 
United  Irish  League  were  arrested  and  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace 
for  twelve  months.  Portion  of  the  estate  has  now  been  let  to  a 
school  teacher,  and  since,  he  has  been  rigorously  boycotted  and  made 
the  object  of  demonstrations. 

"On  25th  inst.  a  meeting  of  a  branch  of  the  United  Irish  League 
was  held,  and  resolutions  were  passed  condemning  the  action  in 
'  grabbing  '  the  farm,  and  calling  on  the  parents  of  children  attending 
his  school  not  to  send  their  children  to  be  educated  by  a  '  grabber,' 
and  immediately  after  the  meeting  an  extraordinary  poster  was 
posted  all  over  the  district.  The  following  is  a  copy : — 

"•POWELL   ESTATE. 

" '  ANTICIPATIONS  OP  ANOTHEK  GREAT  FIGHT. 

"  '  We  learn  that  the  late  fact  is  that  a  certain  Government- 
paid  Jack-in-the-Box  has  grabbed  from  the  poor  unfortunate  people 
of  Powelsboro'  that  land  from  which  their  forefathers  were  driven. 

"  '  No  sooner  had  victory  crowned  our  efforts  in  forcing  the 
landlord  to  come  to  terms  and  all  arrangements  made  with  the 
Congested  District  Board  for  the  taking  over  of  the  estate  and  the 
.distributing  of  the  waste  lands  than  this  vile,  selfish  disturber  comes 
in  and  upsets  the  peace  and  harmony  of  a  law-abiding  people. 

'  '  It  is  wondered  if  the  country  shall  tolerate  this. 
'  We  trust  it  will  not  be  the  case  with  patriotic  South  Sligo. 

"  '  It  is  wondered  if  those  who  have  the  peace  of  the  district 
in  the  hollow  of  their  hands  would  be  a  help  to  sending  to  the  broad 
shores  of  America  or  some  foreign  land  the  sons  and  the  daughters 
of  those  poor  toilers  living  on  a  few  patches  of  bog.' 

"  When  news  reached  the  local  police  they  visited  the  place, 
and  immediately  tore  down  the  posters.  They  also  visited  the 
school  in  which  the  '  grabber '  teaches  on  the  following  morning, 
and  found  that  the  resolution  of  the  League  had  been  scrupulously 
adhered  to,  there  being  only  five  or  six  children  present." 

c  3 
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The  U.I.L.  and  Cattle-Driving. 

The  Irish  People  (November  14)  brings  together  a  remarkable  com- 
bination of  circumstances  which  have  recently  occurred  in  Mayo,  with 
a  view  to  directing  attention  to  the  connection  between  the  United  Irish 
League  and  cattle-driving  : — 

"  The  public  must  have  noticed  that  a  cattle-drive  took  place 
a  few  days  ago  at  Ballyglass,  in  the  Co.  Mayo.  There  cannot  be 
the  faintest  doubt  that  this  is  part  of  the  campaign  which  Mr.  Cogan 
is  at  present  organising  in  Mayo,  and  it  is  almost  certain  that  it 
was  instigated  and  set  on  foot  by  the  organiser  himself,  just  as 
Mr.  Dermot  O'Brien  started  a  similar  practice  in  Lisdoonvarna. 
Only  on  Sunday  week  the  Freeman  report  states  that  Mr.  Cogan, 
at  Mayo  Abbey,  '  advocated  cattle-driving  as  an  effective  means 
of  settling  the  grazing  system.'  The  previous  Sunday  he  made  a 
similar  speech  at  Cahirlistrane,  almost  at  Archbishop  Healy's  door, 
and  Father  Heaney,  one  of  the  Archbishop's  own  priests,  not  merely 
presided  at  the  performance,  but  he  openly  aided  and  abetted  the 
cattle-drivers  by  attacking  Mr.  O'Brien.  While  this  state  of  things 
lasts  the  country  is  hopeless.  Nothing  can  check  the  demoralisation 
which  '  the  agents  of  the  devil '  are  causing  when  Father  Heaney 
has  not  a  word  of  disapproval  for  the  doctrines  which  his  Archbishop 
has  reprobated  as  a  gross  violation  of  the  elementary  principles 
of  the  moral  law,  and  when  the  Bishop  of  Raphoe  as  Chief  Trustee 
provides  the  money  to  pay  Mr.  Cogan's  wages  for  committing  a 
'  reserved  sin.'  " 

"Harmless"  Cattle-Drives? 

At  the  Mullingar  Quarter  Sessions  on  October  20,  Judge  Curraii 
said : — 

"  He  wished  some  of  the  gentlemen  who  went  about  supporting 
the  use  of  the  '  hazel'  and  talking  about  the  cattle -drivers  driving 
the  cattle  so  gently  as  not  to  injure  them,  were  present  now  in  that 
court.  He  had  tried  these  claims  several  times  in  several  places, 
and  he  never  knew  of  the  cattle  to  be  driven  in  this  quiet  way — 
not  injuring  them,  and  only  asserting  a  claim  to  the  land,  as  was 
said  by  these  patriots.  Well,  the  innocent  young  patriots  in  the 
present  case  were  armed,  not  only  with  hazel  sticks,  but  also  carried 
knives.  Probably  if  the  unfortunate  bullock  stood  up  to  them 
they  would  not  have  faced  him,  but  instead  they  must  make  a 
cowardly  attack  from  behind." — Irish  Times,  October  21. 

Forbidden  to  Work. 

From  the  Dublin  Daily  Express  (October  22) : — 

"  Some  days  ago  when  a  labourer  essayed  to  work  at  a  threshing 
in  the  Shinrone  district,  a  number  of  the  other  workmen  immediately 
put  on  their  coats,  and  said  they  would  do  no  further  work  unless 
the  newcomer  was  obliged  to  leave. 

"  They  were  asked  for  an  explanation,  and  one,  acting  as 
spokesman,  said  the  labourer  in  question  had  previously  worked 
with  Mr.  Cradock,  jun.,  son  of  Mr.  Thomas  Cradook,  Master  of  the 
defunct  Ormond  Hounds. 
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"  The  labourer  said  he  thought  it  was  no  harm  to  work  with 
Mr.  Cradock,  jun.,  as  he  had  not  been  boycotted  by  the  United  Irish 
League.  It  was  Mr.  Cradock's  father  whom  the  League  had  con- 
demned, and  he  thought  that  made  no  difference.  Otherwise  he 
would  not  have  worked  with  Mr.  Cradock,  jun. 

"  He  was  then  told  that,  according  to  'the  principles  of  the 
United  Irish  League,'  he  should  not  have  had  anything  to  do  with 
any  relative  of  a  boycotted  person,  and  although  the  man  apologised 
humbly  for  having  done  so,  he  would  not  be  allowed  to  work,  and 
was  obliged  to  withdraw." 

The  Bomb  for  the  Grazier. 

The  latest  method  Mr.  Birrell's  "  poor  people  "  have  of  showing 
their  desire  to  obtain  land  is  by  use  of  the  bomb. 

Mr.  Francis  Mullane,  who  lives  at  Thurles,  holds  a  considerable 
amount  of  grazing  land  on  the  estate  of  Sir  John  Garden.  The  tenants 
on  the  estate  have  declined  to  pay  rent  pending  purchase,  and  unrest 
has  arisen  in  the  locality. 

On  October  25,  Francis  Mullane  had  just  settled  to  rest  when  his 
house  was  wrecked  by  an  explosion.  We  read  that  the  frames  and  glass 
of  the  windows  immediately  near  the  bomb,  which  was  placed  on  a 
window-sill,  were  shattered.  Pictures,  presses,  chinaware,  glass  orna- 
ments, and,  in  fact,  everything  in  the  parlour  were  damaged.  The  ceiling 
was  riddled  with  marks  of  projectiles. 

"Death  is  Coming." 

Mr.  Francis  Cahir,  of  Lisdoonvarna,  where  Mr.  Willie  Redmond, 
M.P.,  has  recently  been  speaking,  at  the  Ennis  Quarter  Sessions,  on 
October  22,  obtained  damages  in  respect  of  injury  to  cattle  during  three 
cattle-drives  off  his  lands. 

Letters  were  read  from  the  surrounding  branches  of  the  United  Irish 
League  warning  Mr.  Cahir  not  to  take  the  lands  again,  and  demanding 
his  presence  at  their  meetings  to  explain  his  conduct. 

After  the  third  drive  Mr.  Cahir  received  what  Judge  Bodkin  described 
as  "  a  blackguard  and  disgraceful  letter,"  which  ran  as  follows  : — 

Doolin. 
Dear  Francis, — 

We  hear  you  are  sending  the  cattle  to  Doolin  again. 
We  will  have  Your  Blood  instead  of  the  cattle's  blood,  and  it  is  not 
with  the  hazel  but  with  the  Bulldog  Revolver. 
Look  out,  and  mind  your  sweet  life. 
Signed  by, 

CAPTAIN  MOONLIGHT, 
and  Members  of  the  Society 

DEATH  is  COMINO. 
Organising  Intimidation. 

Speaking  at  Rathkenny  on  November  8,  Mr.  Denis  Johnston,  an 
organiser  of  the  United  Irish  League,  said  that : — 

"  He  hoped  when  the  branch  would  be  established  that  the 
young  men  would  put  their  shoulder  to  the  wheel,  and  show  these 
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land-grabbers  that  they  would  have  no  place  in  the  social  functions 
in  that  parish  of  Rathkenny  ;  that  they  will  be  regarded  as  '  black 
sheep  '  and  as  '  black  sheep '  they  would  have  to  remain." — Irish 
Times,  November  9. 

"The  Unseen  Powers." 

"  The  risk  of  having  brought  upon  him  these  unseen  powers  which 
at  present  possessed  such  vigorous  life  in  many  parts  of  the  country  " 
was  the  excuse  put  forward  in  defence  of  Thomas  Carberry,  a  publican, 
at  Mullingar  Quarter  Sessions,  on  the  charge  of  having  "  refused  to  supply 
goods  to  persons  demanding  them  without  any  known  cause." 

The  words  "  without  any  known  cause  "  were  a  polite  legal  fiction. 
The  cause  was  perfectly  well  known  and  was  the  common  one  that  the 
persons  requiring  the  goods  were  boycotted. 

As  Judge  Curran  said : — 

"  It  was  a  question  whether  the  law  of  the  League  was  to  prevail 
with  Mr.  Carberry,  or  the  law  of  the  land.  He  yielded  to  the  law 
of  the  League." 

Mr.  Carberry  has  to  await  the  next  Quarter  Sessions  before  getting 
his  licence,  and  will  then  only  get  it  on  the  condition  that  boycotting 
has  disappeared  from  the  district. 

Why  Athenry  is  Peaceful. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  in  a  recent  speech  at  Belfast  Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell  took  great  credit  to  himself  for  turning  the  Athenry  district 
from  a  condition  of  lawlessness  to  one  of  peace.  It  is  always  welcome 
news  that  swords  have  been  beaten  into  ploughshares,  but  in  this  case 
the  method  used  to  obtain  that  desirable  end  seems  open  to  criticism. 
From  the  following  paragraph  it  appear  that  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell  has 
looked  through  rose-coloured  spectacles  at  his  handiwork:  — 

The  Congested  Districts  Board  purchased  the  estate  of  the 
Lambert  Minors,  on  which  the  town  of  Athenry  is  situated.  An  agri- 
cultural college  was  established,  but  was  at  once  boycotted  by  the  Athenry 
rowdies,  who  cared  nothing  for  agricultural  education,  and  only  wanted 
the  land  for  themselves.  Gross  intimidation  and  outrage  prevailed, 
as  stated  by  Mr.  Russell,  who  seems  to  take  credit  for  having  stopped 
this  by  persuading  the  Estates  Commissioners  to  hand  over  the  land  to 
the  intimidators. 

It  is  quite  untrue  that  peace  now  reigns  at  Athenry.  The  fact 
that  irresponsible  rowdies  in  the  town  have  been  given  farms  of  land 
to  which  they  had  no  claim,  and  as  to  the  management  of  which  they 
had  no  skill  or  knowledge  whatever,  has  increased  the  unrest  rather 
than  relieved  it.  There  are  now  evictions  pending  on  the  Lambert 
estate,  both  outside  and  inside  of  the  town  of  Athenry,  and  there  is  every 
fear  of  a  fresh  outbreak  of  disorder  there. 

The  police  force  is  still  maintained  at  an  enormous  excess  on  the 
normal  strength,  and  the  action  of  the  Estates  Commissioners,  so  far  from 
ending  the  trouble,  has  only  opened  up  another  vista  of  demands  from 
people  who  as  yet  have  had  none  of  the  plunder. 
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The  United  Irish  League  and  Local  Government. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  position  of  the  United  Irish  League  in  local 
government  affairs,  we  commend  to  our  readers  the  following  extract 
from  the  Sligo  Champion  (November  14) : — 

"  A  conference  of  branches  of  the  Lea.gue  in  the  county  electoral 
division  of  Dromore  West  was  held  at  Templeboy  League  room  on 
Sunday,  for  the  purpose  of  re-electing  a  candidate  within  the  confines 
of  the  above  division  to  represent  them  on  the  County  Council." 


"A  Muzzled  Press." 

The  news  that  the  Government  have  issued  a  warning  to  newspapers 
in  various  parts  of  Ireland  regarding  the  publication  of  United  Irish 
League  resolutions  is  a  welcome  sign  of  action  which  has  for  a  long 
time  past  been  urged  on  Mr.  Birrell  as  a  measure  of  precaution 
against  incitement  to  outrage. 

It  is  reported  that  on  October  28  a  police  official  waited  on  Mr. 
Tully,  formerly  a  Nationalist  M.P.,  at  the  office  of  the  Roscommon  Herald, 
and  read  a  written  notice  to  him  stating  that  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  directed  to  the  publication  of  resolutions  criminally 
libelling  and  intimidating  owners  of  grazing  lands  and  other  persons, 
and  that  if  these  publications  were  repeated  after  this  notice  a  Government 
prosecution  would  follow. 

Mr.  Tully  is  reported  to  have  replied  that  he  had  been  imprisoned 
by  the  Liberals  in  Gladstone's  day.  as  well  as  by  the  Balfours,  and  that 
this  muzzling  of  the  Press  was  worthy  of  the  Irish  Whig  allies  of  the 
Government — the  Irish  party.  He  defied  their  coercion. 

Says  the  Midland  Reporter  (November  5) : — 

"  A  MUZZLE  FOR  THE  PRESS. 
"  BIRRELL  WARNS  Us. 

"  Chief  Secretary  Birrell  is  said  to  be  very  angry  with  the  Midland 
Reporter  because  we  print  so  many  pictures  of  his  extraordinary 
phiz.  On  Wednesday  morning  Head  Constable  Crudden  called  at 
our  office  in  Earl  Street,  Mullingar,  and  warned  our  representative 
in  the  following  terms  :  '  I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  should 
you  publish  in  the  Midland  Reporter  ard  Westmeath  Nationclist 
newspaper  any  boycotting  or  intimidatory  reports  or  notices,  naming 
or  pointing  out  certain  individuals,  and  exposing  them  to  intimida- 
tion or  attack,  immediate  proceedings  will  be  taken.' 

"  Mr.  Birrell  and  his  threats  were  politely  told  to  take  them- 
selves to  the  region  of  Hong  Kong.  This  is  a  nice  recompense  to 
the  League  for  getting  every  Irish  vote  it  could  for  Birrell  and  his 
nominees  at  all  the  by-elections  in  England.  But  we  forgot — the 
staff  of  the  Freeman's  Journal  are  all  getting  Government  appoint- 
ments, and  that  settles  everything." 

What  Mr.  Birrell  styles  "  the  most  friendly  notices  in  the  world  " 
•would  seem  to  have  had  a  far  from  peaceful  effect  on  Nationab'st  editors. 
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MR.    TULLY    DEFIANT. 

Prom  the  Roscommon  Herald  (Nov.  7). 


PUBLICATION   PROHIBITED   BY  THE   LIBERAL 
GOVERNMENT  ELECTED  BY  IRISH  VOTES. 


Articles  suppressed  by  the  Russian  Government  always  appear 
in  the  Russian  papers  covered  with  a  big  black  patch.  Under  the 
Russian  Government  set  up  in  Ireland  by  Chief  Secretary  Birrell  for  the 
extinction  of  Liberty  of  the  Press,  something  similar  must  be  done. 
This  is  our  suppressed  Branch  report,  and  lest  it  should  intimidate  any 
rancher  or  grabber,  they  are  forbidden  to  look  at  it  through  the  light. 
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Nationalist  Press  Comments. 

Commenting  upon  Mr.  Birrell's  "  most  friendly  notices,"  the  Midland 
Reporter  (November  5)  says : — 

"  The  U.I.L.  Branches  are  powerless  if  they  cannot  get  their 
meetings  reported  in  the  public  Press.  Birrell's  idea  is  to  stop  the 
publication  of  the  reports,  and  the  League  dies.  It  is  all  very  well, 
he  argues,  to  pass  resolutions  at  a  small  Committee  meeting,  but 
if  this  resolution  cannot  get  published  to  the  public  at  large,  it  is 
like  winking  at  a  pretty  girl  in  the  dark — no  one  knows  anything  about 
it  except  yourself.  All  the  arrangements  have  been  made  by  the 
Pashas  in  Dublin  Castle  for  the  raid  on  the  Press  this  winter.  .  . 
We  do  not  know  how  the  Irish  followers  of  the  Government  in  England 
are  going  to  stand  all  this.  In  England  and  Scotland,  the  United 
Irish  League  has  worked  for  all  it  is  worth,  to  return  the  present 
Government  and  its  nominees  to  office.  The  Attorney-General 
was  elected  for  Liverpool  by  the  Irish  vote  on  the  distinct  pledge 
that  there  was  to  be  no  coercion  and  no  jury-packing.  The  Solicitor- 
General  and  Mi1.  T.  W.  Russell  were  returned  in  Tyrone  by  United 
Irish  League  votes.  And  yet  these  are  the  gentlemen  who  are  now 
about  to  use  every  rusty  weapon  in  Dublin  Castle  to  wipe  out  every 
live  Branch  of  the  League  in  the  country  and  to  jail  every  pressman 
that  reports  their  [proceedings  ?]  " 

We  have  added  the  word  "  proceedings."  The  compositor  in  the 
original  has  repeated  the  previous  line. 

The  Roscommon  Herald  (October  31)  also  voices  the  feelings  of  dis- 
contented Irish  Home  Rulers  : — 

"  The  Freeman  has  not  a  word  of  censure  for  the  authors  of  the 
tragedy  at  Riverstown.  But  then  during  the  week  one  of  its  fire- 
eating  leader  writers,  Mr.  Bob  Donovan,  has  been  promoted  to  a  fat 
job  under  Dublin  Castle.  In  Parnell's  day  nothing  of  the  kind  would 
be  possible.  The  place-hunters  and  their  proteges  would  be  drummed 
outside  the  ranks,  and  the  Government  would  be  plainly  told  that 
it  is  not  jobs  that  are  wanted  for  a  few  snivelling  Nationalists,  but 
real  and  genuine  Land  Reform  to  appease  the  land  hunger  of  the  man- 
hood of  the  country.  .  .  But  now  it  is  another  tune  fills  the  air. 
Mr.  Birrell  has  issued  his  Press  warning.  The  Branches  of  the  United 
Irish  League  are  to  be  muzzled.)  The  reports  are  to  be  suppressed  by 
order  of  the  Government  elected  by  Irish  votes.  If  Killaraght  or  Elphin 
Branches  send  their  reports  to  us,  we  suppose  we  must  print  them 
with  big  black  patches  as  they  do  in  Russia,  and  with  the  legend, 
'  Prohibited  by  the  Liberal  Government,  elected  by  Irishmen  under 
false  pretences  I ' ' 

The  Law  of  the  League. 

Eglish  and  Drumcullen  Branch. 

A  special  meeting  was  held  on  October  18,  and  a  resolution  was 
proposed  and  passed  condemning  Mr.  Hackett  for  taking  certain  lands. 
During  the  discussion — 

"  Mr.  Molloy  remarked  that  the  herd  who  took  charge  of  this 
place  should  be  strongly  denounced,  and  the  people  of  the  district 
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should  be  warned  against  having  any  dealings  with  him,  good,  bad, 
or  indifferent.  When  the  case  was  being  heard,  the  County  Court 
Judge  remarked  that  this  herd  was  '  only  doing  his  duty,'  but  the 
United  Irish  League  should  show  him  that  it  was  a  dirty  duty  and 
one  for  which  he  vrould  dearly  suffer. 

"  Mr.  D.  Bland  suggested  that  the  herd  be  asked  for  an  explana- 
tion as  to  why  he  took  over  charge  of  the  farm  notwithstanding 
that  the  United  Irish  League  was  in  conflict  with  the  landlord. 

"  Mr.  D.  Molloy,  D.C. :  Denounce  him  without  any  explanation, 
flos  conduct  cannot  be  explained.  We  will  show  him  the  kind  of 
duty  he  was  performing.  He  should  be  boycotted  by  every  man 
in  the  parish — he  is  as  bad  as  the  grabber,  if  not  worse." — Dublin 
Daily  Express,  October  21. 

Killea  (King's  County)  Branch. 

At  a  meeting  on  October  18,  Mr.  James  Stapleton  was  charged  with 
associating  with  "  obnoxious  "  people.  Says  the  Dublin  Daily  Express 
(October  22):— 

"  Mr.  Stapleton  appeared  before  the  meeting  to  offer  hi* 
explanation  ia  person.  In  the  coarse  of  a  lengthy  statement  he  said 
that  what  he  had  done  was  done  unknowingly,  and  he  regretted 
very  much  what  happened. 

"  Eventually  the  chairman  (Mr.  Edward  Fogarty),  after  con- 
sultation with  the  other  members  present,  announced  the  decision 
of  the  League  regarding  Mr.  Stapleton.  In  doing  so.  he  said  the 
League  could  not  tolerate  people  associating  with  '  obnoxious  persons,' 
and  were  determined  to  put  such  conduct  down  by  every  means 
possible.  •  However,  as  Mr.  Stapleton  had  taken  the  trouble  to  come 
to  that  meeting  and  give  an  explanation  of  his  behaviour,  as  well 
as  an  apology  and  a  promise  of  future  good  conduct,  he  would  be 
let  off  with  a  fine  of  £1. 

"  Mr.  Stapleton  thanked  the  members  of  the  League  for  their 
leniency  towards  him." 

Killaraght  Branch. 

•Pat  M'Loughlin,  of  Lecarrow,  came  before  the  meeting  and 
apologised  for  his  conduct  and  promised  to  keep  the  proverbial 
forty-foot  pole  between  him  and  all  objectionables  in  future.  A 
certain  person  is  requested  to  appear  before  our  next  meeting  to  answer 
the  charge  that  he  was  rubbing  coat  tails  with  the  objectionable 
in  Boyle  on  Saturday,  17th  inst.  It  was  resolved  "  that  we  call  on 
parties  living  in  the  vicinity  of  the  neighbouring  towns  to  give  no 
stand  for  cattle  on  fair  nights  to  any  ranchers  or  objectionables  from 
this  district." — The  Sligo  Champion,  October  24. 

Sooey  Branch. 

"  The  following  resolution  was  put  to  the  meeting :  '  The 
Committee  of  this  Branch  disapprove  very  much  of  the  action  of  a 
pig  dealer  from  the  Teeling  District,  who  purchased  pigs  from 
objectionables  at  the  last  fair  of  Riverstown,  and  we  call  the  attention 
of  the  sterling  Nationalists  of  Teeling  to  this  man's  doings." — The 
Sligo  Champion,  October  24. 
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Longford  Branch. 

"  At  a  meeting  held  on  October  18,  a  Mr.  Thompson  came  before 
it  and  said  he  wished  to  propose  that  no  man  should  trade  with 
John  Rogers,  as  he  grabbed  a  portion  of  land  at  Lamagh.  He  carts 
milk  in  here  to  the  town. 

"  The  Chairman.     Is  he  in  the  Parish  ? 

"  Mr.  Thompson.     Yes. 

"  Chairman.     Can  we  deal  with  it  ? 

"  Thompson.     You  are   bound  to  deal  with  it. 

"  Mr.  Duffy.  There  was  no  complaint  here.  It  was  made  by 
the  press  only. 

"  Mr.  Farrell.     I  think  that  was  practically  to  the  branch. 

"  Chairman.     Where  does  he  live  ? 

"  Mr.  Thompson.     In  Newton. 

"  An  order  was  made  that  any  person  transgressing  the  law  with 
him  in  future,  would  be  brought  up  and  dealt  with." — Roscommon 
Herald,  October  24. 

Bunninadden  Branch. 

"  Arising  out  of  the  rumour  which  has  got  afloat  that  some 
people  in  the  locality  sold  cattle  at  the  recent  fairs  to  the  objectionable- 
rancher  and  his  buyers,  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously 
passed  :  '  That  we  hereby  warn  the  public  to  beware  when  exhibiting 
their  cattle  at  the  coming  fairs,  and  not  make  a  bargain  they  might 
be  sorry  for  hereafter.'  An  inhabitant  of  Drumbane  is  cautioned 
not  to  make  so  free  with  the  emergencyman  in  future  as  he  did  on 
the  last  fair  day  at  Ballymote.  A  certain  man  from  Aughris  is  keeping 
to  his  old  tactics,  although  he  was  noticed  several  times." — Sligo 
Champion,  October  31.  ; 

Templeboy  Branch. 

"  The  dispute  between  Mr.  Ted  M' Andrew  and  the  branch  was 
next  discussed,  after  which  the  following  apology  was  tendered : 
'  I,  Ted  M' Andrew,  hereby  tender  a  full  and  complete  apology  to  the 
U.I.L.  of  Templeboy  for  the  inconsiderate  and  thoughtless  language 
used,  and  beg  to  be  received  back  as  a  member  of  the  above  branch.' 
The  meeting  accepted  his  apology,  and  re-admitted  him  back  as  a 
member." — Sligo  Champion,  October  31. 

Riverstown   Branch. 

"  The  following  resolution  was  passed :  '  We  again  call  on  the 
holders  of  the  11  months'  take  from  Annaghcarty  to  clear  off  the 
place  by  1st  December,  and  on  the  Killinumery  men  who  have  winter 
stock  on  this  farm  to  clear  out,  otherwise  the  stock  may  take  a  notion 
to  visit  the  Lei  trim  Hills  for  the  Christmas  holidays.'  " — Sligo 
Champion,  October  3k 

Moylough  Branch. 

The  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted : — 

"  That  as  we  have  not  up  to  the  present  received  any  intimation 
of  the  demanded  withdrawal  by  this  branch  from  the  late  take 
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on  the  Powell  estate  of  the  objectionable,  we  are  determined,  in 
the  event  of  his  refusal,  to  have  recourse  to  pressure  of  public  opinion." 

— Sligo  Champion,  November  14. 

Geevagh  Branch. 

The  following  was  passed  : — 

"  That  we  severely  notice  the  action  of  a  certain  man  from 
Ummeryroe,  in  his  connection  with  driving  police,  and  we  now 
call  upon  every  Nationalist  to  observe  the  rules  of  the  League." — 
Sligo  Champion,  November  14. 

Collooney  Branch. 

' '  The  collectors  appointed  at  last  meeting  to  canvass  some  outlying 
townlands  for  subscriptions  to  the  Parliamentary  Fund  gave  a  good 
account  of  their  quest.  However,  they  had  to  report  that  two  persons 
bluntly  refused  them.  Both  of  these  fellows  are  depending  for  their 
living  on  the  goodwill  of  the  people  of  the  district." — Sligo  Champion, 
November  14. 

Drumkeeran  Branch. 

"  It  was  reported  to  the  Committee  that  a  certain  man  was  carting 
stones  that  were  broken  by  an  objectionable.  The  case  will  be  investi- 
gated at  the  next  meeting. 

"  It  was  also  reported  that  a  woman  purchased  goods  for  the  same 
objectionable.  Inquiries  will  also  be  made  into  this  case  at  next  meeting;." 
•Sligo  Champion,  November  14. 
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A  Diary  of  Outrages,  etc.,  under  Radical  Rule. 

"  He  admitted  that  the  condition  of  certain  counties  in  the  West  of 
Ireland  was  bad.  Indeed,  he  believed  it  was  worse  than  at  any  time 
during  which  the  present  Government  had  been  in  office." — Lord  Denman, 
House  of  Lords,  October  21. 

"  He  fully  admitted  that  in  certain  districts  in  Ireland  a  condition 
of  very  considerable  gravity  prevailed,  and  that  that  condition  was  less 
favourable  than  it  had  been  during  the  last  two  years."— Lord  Crewe, 
House  of  Lords,  October,  21. 


October  14 — Co.  Fermanagh. — A  wanton  outrage  was  committed 
near  Roslea.  During  the  night  the  corn  belonging  to  two  farmers  was 
tossed  and  scattered  about,  and  a  horse  belonging  to  another  farmer 
had  the  hair  cut  off  its  tail. — Irish  Times,  Oct.  16. 

October  14 — Co.  Sligo. — Twenty-three  head  of  cattle  driven  off 
two  farms  near  Riverstown. — Mr.  Birrell,  Oct.  29. 

October  17 — Co.  Galway. — Four  persons  were  evicted  at  Upper 
Dangan,  off  the  property  of  Mr.  R.  Berridge,  J.P.  A  crowd  of  about 
.200  assembled  and  were  addressed  by  the  local  secretary  of  the  United 
Irish  League.  A  resolution  was  passed  condemning  the  action  of  the 
landlord. — Irish  Times,  Oct.  24. 

October  18 — Co.  Tipperary. — An  outrage  was  perpetrated  on  the 
residence  of  Mr.  Francis  O'Mullane,  Templemore.  Shortly  after  6  p.m., 
a  terrific  explosion  was  heard  outside  the  house  and  on  examination 
it  was  found  that  almost  every  window  in  the  dwelling  was  shattered. 
The  bomb  which  caused  the  explosion  was  placed  on  the  front  window 
sill  of  one  of  the  rooms.  A  female  servant  had  a  miraculous  escape, 
as  she  was  proceeding  to  the  room  to  light  a  lamp  at  the  time. — Irish 
Independent,  Oct.  21. 

October  20 — King's  Co. — Mrs.  Hackett,  of  Riverstown,  who  had 
purchased  a  farm  at  Dowras,  on  visiting  her  holding  was  subjected 
to  a  great  deal  of  annoyance  from  a  crowd  which  had  collected,  and  owing 
to  their  demeanour  was  forced  to  return  to  Birr. — Irish  Times,  Oct.  26. 

October  20 — Co.  Clare. — Seventy-five  cattle  belonging  to  a  Mr.  Hardy 
were  driven  off  the  land  at  Walterstown.  Other  drives  are  also  reported 
in  the  district. — Irish  Times,  Oct.  23. 

October  22 — Co.  Clare. — At  Ballinalackin  and  district  the  following 
•cattle  drives  took  place  : — 

The  farm  held  by  a  Mr.  T.  Williams  was  cleared  of  all  its  stock  and 
-an  iron  gate  leading  into  the  farm  removed. 
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A  farm  occupied  by  a  Mr.  J.  Cusack  was  cleared  of  five  cows,  which 
were  driven  to  his  door. 

A  farm  held  by  a  Mr.  W.  Williams  was  visited,  but  as  there  were  no 
cattle  to  drive,  some  rushes,  which  he  had  cut,  were  brought  on  to  the 
public  road  and  a  bonfire  made  of  them. — Clare  Champion,  Oct.  24. 

October  23 — Co.  Galway. — Shots  were  fired  into  the  residence  of 
a  Mr.  M.  J.  Keaven  of  Oranmore,  between  11  and  12  o'clock  at  night. 
Mr.  Keaven  and  his  family  were  in  bed  at  the  time,  and  were  awakened 
by  the  report  followed  by  the  shattering  of  glass.  Further  shots  were  fired. 
The  matter  was  reported  to  the  police  and  it  was  found  that  considerable . 
damage  had  been  done  to  the  windows  on  the  ground  floor. — Irish  Times, 
Oct.  26. 

In  a  further  report  of  the  Irish  Times,  of  28th,  it  appears  Mr.  Keaven  has 
received  two  threatening  letters  calling  upon  him  to  give  up  some  land  or  be  prepared 
for  the  consequences. 

October  24 — Co.  Mayo. — On  a  farm  in  the  Ballayhadereen  district, 
six  cattle  had  their  tails  cut  off. — Irish  Times,  Oct.  23. 

October  24 — Co.  Longford. — A  horse,  the  property  of  a  Mr.  J.  Robinson, 
was  found  stabbed  to  death.  This  is  the  third  horse  belonging  to  him 
which  has  been  stabbed  since  July  last. — Dublin  Daily  Express,  Oct.  28. 

Mr.  Birrell  said  that  the  police  have  no  intelligence  of  any  horse  having  been 
stabbed  in  Co.  Longford  since  last  July.  Oct.  29. 

October  27 — Co.  Longford. — In  connection  with  the  intimidation 
of  a  shooting  party  on  Captain  Barton's  estate  (see  IRISH  FACTS,  November, 
page  459),  fifty  police  visited  the  Kilbarry  district  and  arrested  in  their  beds 
six  men.  They  were  taken  before  a  magistrate  at  Stokestown,  Co. 
Roscommon,  and  on  undertaking  not  to  take  any  further  part  in  the 
agitation,  the  cases  were  adjourned  for  six  months. — Irish  Times,  Oct.  28. 

October  27 — Co.  Clare. — A  moonlighting  outrage  took  place  at 
Lacken.  A  party  of  disguised  men  who  were  armed,  visited  the  house 
of  a  farmer  named  Cusheen  and  threatened  him  with  severe  penalties 
if  he  persisted  in  offering  opposition  to  outsiders  getting  sections  of  bog 
on  the  recently  purchased  estate  of  Colonel  O'Callaghan.  Before  leaving 
the  party  fired  several  shots  outside  the  dwelling.  The  district  is  in 
a  most  disturbed  state  in  connection  with  land  disputes. — Dublin  Daily 
Express,  Oct.  29. 

October  27 — Co.  Limerick. — A  rick  of  hay  of  some  70  tons,  the 
property  of  Mr.  J.  Green  Barry,  D.L.,  Sandville,  was  wantonly  burnt 
on  the  land  of  Friarstone.  His  cattle  were  driven  off  this  farm  last 
spring. — Dublin  Daily  Express,  Oct.  30. 

October  27 — Co.  Kerry. — Considerable  damage  was  done  to  a  new 
thrashing  machine,  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Rosse,  which  had  been  at 
work  in  the  Frankfort  district.  The  matter  was  reported  to  the  police. 
— Dublin  Daily  Express,  Oct.  30. 

October  29 — Go.  Sligo. — At  Riverstown,  shortly  after  midnight, 
a  force  of  ten  police  under  a  head  constable,  was  on  certain  lands  from 
which  the  cattle  had  twice  been  driven.  A  body  of  over  100  men  entered 
the  field  and  approached  the  cattle.  They  refused  to  retire  when  called 
on  to  do  so,  and  attacked  the  police  with  stones.  The  head  constable 
in  charge  of  the  party  was  struck  on  the  head  with  a  stone  and  knocked 
down,  and  other  constables  -were  also  injured.  A  shot  was  fired  from 
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the  crowd,  and  the  police  were  driven  back  by  volleys  of  stones.  The 
crowd  rapidly  closed  on  the  police,  and  the  head  constable,  believing 
the  lives  of  his  men  to  be  in  imminent  danger,  ordered  them  to  fire.  The 
crowd  repeatedly  fired  at  the  police  with  revolvers,  and  did  not  retire 
until  the  police  had  fired  a  second  and  third  time.  The  dead  body  of 
a  young  man  named  John  Stenson  was  subsequently  found  in  the  field 
with  a  bullet  wound  in  the  head.  These  facts  speak  for  themselves. 
An  inquest  has  been  held,  and  it  is  not  intended  to  hold  any  further  inquiry. 
— Mr.  Birrell,  House  of  Commons,  Nov.  5. 

October  31 — A  cattle  drive  took  place  on  the  farm  owned  by  a  Mrs. 
Creighton  at  Ballymote  about  three  miles  from  Eiverstown.  The  land 
was  cleared  of  the  stock  which  was  afterwards  found  some  two  miles 
away. — Belfast  News  Letter,  Nov.  2. 

October  29 — Co.  Tipperary. — In  connection  with  the  Templemore 
outrage  (see  IKISH  FACTS,  Oct.  18.),  a  man  named  James  Hennesey  was 
arrested  and  brought  before  a  magistrate.  He  was  remanded  to  Clonmel 
Gaol  for  eight  days. — Freeman's  Journal,  Oct.  30. 

October  29 — Co.  Cork. — A  determined  attempt  was  made  to  set  fire  to 
the  buildings  at  Carlisle  Fort,  Queenstown  Harbour.  A  sergeant  on  entering 
the  Sergeants'  Mess  in  the  morning,  found  the  porch  and  floorway  littered 
with  inflammable  material  saturated  with  paraffin.  The  military 
authorities  made  inquiries,  and  it  was  found  that  the  paraffin  supplied 
to  the  soldiers  in  the  fort  had  not  been  tampered  with. — Freeman's 
Journal,  Oct.  30. 

November  1. — Mr.  J.  Gorman's  lands  were  raided,  the  cattle  were 
driven  out  and  mingled  with  bullocks  going  to  a  fair  in  Callowney. 

On  the  same  date  a  drive  took  place  on  Mr.  C.  Webb's  lands.  The 
-cattle  were  driven  towards  Tournagee. — Eosccmmon  Htrald,  Nov.  7. 

November  3 — Co.  Clare. — A  cattle  drive  took  place  on  the  farm 
of  a  Mr.  J.  Cullinan,  Lisdoonvarna. — Irish  Times,  Nov.  6. 

November  3 — Co.  Galway. — At  an  eviction  near  Athenry,  a  conflict 
occurred  between  the  police  and  a  number  of  people,  who  watched  the 
proceedings.  Stones  were  thrown  at  the  police,  and  it  became  necessary 
towards  the  close  of  the  eviction  for  the  police  to  make  a  baton  charge. 
Many  people  were  injured. — Galway  Observer,  Nov.  7. 

November  5 — Co.  Clare. — Mr.  Birrell  stated  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
that  prior  to  September  20  (when  Mr.  W.  Redmond,  M.P.,  spoke  at 
Lisdoonvarna  in  the  district),  there  had  been  55  cattle  drives,  since  that 
date  27  have  taken  place. 

November  6 — Co.  Cork. — A  determined  attempt  was  made  to  destroy 
the  premises  of  Mr.  J.  Cronin,  at  Macroom.  An  explosive  machine  was 
placed  on  the  ledge  of  the  facie  board,  a  position  which  rendered  the  lives 
of  the  occupants  of  the  rooms  of  the  ground  floor  in  grave  danger,  but 
luckily  no  damage  was  done,  barring  defacing  the  sills. — Northern  Whig, 
Nov.  7. 

November  7 — Co.  Clare. — A  shooting  outrage  occurred  at  Corbehagh, 
where  a  party  attacked  the  house  of  a  farmer  named  P.  Cummins.  They 
discharged  two  shots  through  a  window,  while  three  more  were  fired 
against  the  house. — Dublin  Daily  Express,  Nov.  10. 
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November  7 — Co.  Mayo. — Two  large  cattle  drives  took  place  on  two- 
farms  named  Tower  Hill  and  Waterford,  in  the  possession  of  Colonel 
M.  G.  Blake.  They  were  cleared  of  the  stock  which  was  subsequently 
recovered  by  the  police. — Dublin  Daily  Express,  Nov.  11. 

November  7 — Co.  Clare. — A  farm  between  Kilnaboy  and  Carron' 
was  cleared  of  about  60  head  of  cattle,  and  driven  towards  Corofin. 

Drives  are  also  reported  to  have  taken  place  on  two  other  farms 
in  the  district,  and  a  postman  is  reported  to  have  been  severely  beaten 
for  assisting  in  branding  some  cattle  belonging  to  one  of  the  farmers 
who  had  his  cattle  driven. — Clare  Champion,  Nov.  14. 

November  8 — Co.  Roscommon. — An  extensive  cattle  drive  took  place 
on  the  lands  of  Mr.  J.  Robinson  at  Ballinameen.  Over  twenty  head  of 
cattle  were  scattered  along  the  roads. — Northern  Whig,  Nov.  10. 

November  8 — Co.  Mayo. — A  cattle  drive  on  a  large  scale  took  place  on. 
a  farm  near  Ballylasson. — Northern  Whig,  Nov.  10. 

November  9 — Co.  Mayo. — Over  100  men  tried  to  clear  a  farm  near 
Ballinrobe,  but  a  force  of  police  about  30  strong  frustrated  their  designs. 
— Roscommon  Messenger,  Nov.  14. 

November  13 — Co.  Clare. — A  large  cattle  drive  took  place  at  Fort- 
fergus,  Ballynacally.  During  the  night  a  farm  was  cleared  of  between 
300  and  400  head  of  cattle,  sheep,  and  horses. — Freeman's  Journal, 
Nov.  19. 

November  15 — Co.  Meath. — A  raid  was  made  on  a  farm  at  Church 
Glede,  but  there  were  only  a  few  sheep  on  the  premises  at  the  time.  The- 
drivers  being  disappointed  took  away  an  iron  gate.  A  large  cattle 
drive  took  place  on  this  farm  last  year. — Dublin  Daily  Express,  Nov.  19. 

November  15 — Co.  Meath. — An  extensive  drive  took  place  on  a  farm 
near  Athboy,  when  some  26  bullocks  were  driven  off  the  lands. — Dublin 
Daily  Express,  Nov.  19. 

November  19 — Co.  Kerry. — A  party  of  armed  and  disguised  men 
visited  the  house  of  a  man  named  Thomas  Sullivan,  near  Fines,  and 
warned  him  not  to  work  any  more  in  the  quarries  in  the  neighbourhood 
where  he  is  engaged.  After  breaking  a  window  of  the  house  and  firing 
two  shots  in  the  yard  the  party  decamped. — Dublin  Daily  Express? 
Nov.  23. 

November  20 — Co.  Kerry. — Between  six  and  seven  o'clock  in  the 
morning  some  five  or  six  horses  and  carts  were  proceeding  to  the  quarries 
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at  Firies  when  they  were  met  by  a  party  of  armed  and  disguised  men, 
who  ordered  the  drivers  to  return.  One  of  the  drivers  demurred,  where- 
upon three  shots  were  fired.  The  drivers  then  turned  round  their  horses 
and  returned  home. — Dublin  Daily  Express,  Nov.  23. 

November  21 — Co.  Clare. — Two  outrages  occurred  early  in  the 
morning  in  the  district  of  Kilrush.  A  large  quantity  of  corn,  hay,  and 
litter  belonging  to  a  farmer  was  burnt  down  and  totally  destroyed.  In 
the  same  district  a  rick  of  hay,  the  property  of  a  widow,  was  fired  and 
completely  destroyed. — Dublin  Daily  Express,  Nov.  23. 

November  21 — Co.  Westmeath. — At  the  rising  of  the  court  at 
Kilbeggan,  after  disposing  of  14  men  in  a  case  of  cattle  driving,  a  band 
commenced  to  parade  the  town.  The  police  endeavoured  to  stop  the 
parade,  when  a  disturbance  ensued,  the  police  having  to  draw  their 
batons  on  the  crowd,  which  numbered  about  400. — Belfast  News  Letter, 
Nov.  23. 


MALICIOUS     INJURIES. 


Date  of 

Award. 

District. 

Amount. 

Particulars. 

Oct.     5 

Limerick  Qr.  Sess. 

£40 

Burning  hay. 

Oct.     5 

Limerick  Qr.  Sess. 

£15 

Injury  to  cattle  driven. 

Oct.     5 

Nenagh  Qr.  Sess.  .  . 

£12 

Burning  turf. 

Oct.     5 

Nenagh  Qr.  Sess.  .  . 

£7  15s. 

Burning  turf. 

Oct.     5 

Nenagh  Qr.  Sess.  ,  . 

£5 

Burning  turf. 

Oct.     8 

Killarney  Qr.  Sess. 

£10 

Destruction  of  turf. 

Oct.     8 

Killarney  Qr.  Sess. 

£5 

Damage  to  a  tent. 

Oct.    10 

Ennistymon  Qr.  Sess. 

£5  5s. 

Damage  to  farm  produce. 

Oct.    12 

Ballina  Qr.  Sess.   .  . 

£6  10s. 

Damage  to  farm   produce  and. 

machinery. 

Oct.    13 

Mullingar  Qr.  Sess. 

£13 

Injury  to  cattle  driven. 

Oct.    13 

Mullingar  Qr.  Sess. 

£5  10s. 

Destruction  of  a  boat. 

Oct.    13 

Mullingar  Qr.  Sess. 

£50 

Injury  to  cattle  driven. 

Oct.    13 

Mullingar  Qr.  Sess. 

£13  7s. 

Injury  to  sheep  driven. 

Oct.    14 

Thurles  Qr.  Sess.  .  . 

£20 

Injury  to  cattle  driven. 

Oct.    14 

Thurles  Qr.  Sess.  .  . 

£40 

Injury    to    cattle    driven    and 

destruction  of  a  gate. 

Oct.    14 

Thurles  Qr.  Sess.  .  . 

£36 

Injury  to  cattle  driven. 

Oct.   14 

Kilrush  Qr.  Sess.  .  . 

£20 

Injury  to  a  horse. 

Oct.    14 

Kilrush  Qr.  Sess.  .  . 

£11 

Damage  to  machinery. 

Oct.    14 

Kilrush  Qr.  Sess.  .  . 

£5  10s. 

Burning  hay. 

Oct.   16 

Boyle  Qr.  Sess. 

£25  7s. 

Burning  a  house. 

Oct.    16 

Boyle  Qr.  Sess. 

£9  15s. 

Injury  to  cattle. 

Oct.   21 

Gort  Qr.  Sess. 

£31  10s. 

Injury  to  sheep  driven. 

Oct.   21 

Gort  Qr.  Sess. 

£30 

Injury  to  cattle  driven. 

Oct.   21 

Gort  Qr.  Sess. 

£5  15s. 

Damage  to  gates  of  farm. 
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Date  of 
Award. 

District. 

Amount.                        Particulars. 

Oct.   21 

Gort  Qr.  Sess. 

£3  10s. 

Damage  to  hay  and  a  gate. 

Oct.   21 

Gort  Qr.  Sess. 

£50 

Injury  to  a  horse. 

Oct.   21 

Gort  Qr.  Sess. 

£15 

Damage  to  a  house. 

Oct.    21 

Gort  Qr.  Sess. 

£8 

Damage  to  a  house. 

Oct.   21 

Gort  Qr.  Sess. 

£25 

Damage  to  walls. 

Oct.   22 

Ballymote  Qr.  Sess. 

£3  5s. 

Burning  turf. 

Oct.   22 

Ennis  Qr.  Sess. 

£10 

Injury  to  cattle. 

Oct.   22 

Ennis  Qr.  Sess. 

£40 

Injury  to  cattle  driven. 

Oct.   22 

Ennis  Qr.  Sess. 

£10 

Injury  to  cattle  driven. 

Oct.   22 

Ennis  Qr.  Sess. 

£21  6s. 

Injury  to  cattle  driven. 

Oct.    22 

Ennis  Qr.  Sess. 

£6 

Injury  to  cattle  driven. 

Oct.   22 

Ennis  Qr.  Sess. 

£3  3s. 

Injury  to  cattle  driven. 

Oct.   22 

Ennis  Qr.  Sess. 

£1  2s.  6d. 

Injury  to  cattle  driven. 

Oct.   22 

Ennis  Qr.  Sess. 

£10  Os.  6d. 

Injury  to  cattle  driven. 

Oct.   22 

Ennis  Qr.  Sess. 

£153  16s.  6d. 

Injury  to  cattle  driven. 

Oct.   22 

Ennis  Qr.  Sess. 

£12  7s.  6d. 

Injury  to  cattle  driven. 

Oct.   24 

Ballinrobe  Qr.  Sess. 

£24  12s. 

Burning  hay. 

Oct.   26 

Sligo  Qr.  Sess. 

£3  10s. 

Damage  to  a  house. 

Oct.   29 

Ballinasloe  Qr.  Sess. 

£10 

Damage  to  a  bicycle. 

Nov.    2 

Kells  Qr.  Sess. 

£40 

Burning  hay. 

Nov.    2 

Kells  Qr.  Sess. 

£16 

Injury  to  cattle  driven. 

Nov.    2 

Kells  Qr.  Sess. 

£21 

Burning  hay. 

Nov.    5 

Trim  Qr.  Sess. 

£27 

Injury  to  cattle  driven. 

Nov.    5 

Trim  Qr.  Sess. 

£21 

Injury  to  cattle  driven. 

Nov.    5 

Trim  Qr.  Sess. 

£6  7s.  6d. 

Burning  turf: 

Nov.  12 

Tuam  Qr.  Sess. 

£5 

Injury  to  cattle  driven. 

Nov.  12 

Tuam  Qr.  Sess. 

£66  15s. 

Injury  to  cattle  drvien. 

Nov.  12 

Galway  Qr.  Sess.  .  . 

£25 

Injury  to  a  cow. 

Nov.  12 

Galway  Qr.  Sess.  .  . 

£1  10s. 

Damage  to  a  house. 

Nov.  12 

Galway  Qr.  Sess.  .  . 

£1 

Damage  to  a  wall. 

Nov.  12 

Galway  Qr.  Sess.  .  . 

£70 

Injury  to  cattle  driven. 
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MR.   BIRRELL'S   ADMISSIONS. 


[The  following  facts  and  figures  are  taken  from  Mr.  BirrelFs  replies  to- 
questions  addressed  to  him  in  the  House  of  Commons.  They  throw 
an  interesting  light  on  the  condition  of  Ireland  under  Radical  rule.] 


Police  Protection  increased. 

Number  of  persons  receiving  police  protection  : — 


Date. 
1908. 

January  31 
February  29      . 
March  31 
April  30 
May  31 
June  30 
July  31 
August  31 
September  30    . 
[October  20,  1908.] 


Constant. 

54 
61 

60 
63 
70 
71 
83 
89 
104 


By  Patrol. 

216 
217 
225 
228 
232 
238 
246 
244 
252 


Agrarian  Outrages  increased. 

Number  of  agrarian  outrages  reported  by  the  Constabularyj — 


1906 
1907 


234 
372 
418 


Nine  months  ending  September  30,  1908  . . 
[October  19,  1908.] 

Shooting  Outrages  increased. 

Number  of  agrarian  outrages,  recorded  under  the  heading  Firing  at 

the  Person  and  Firing  into  Dwellings,  reported  by  the  Constabulary : — 

Firing  at  the  Firing  into 

Person.  Dwellings. 

1897        .             3  .  7 

1898 3  .  5 

1899 3  .  7 

1900 3  .  10 

1901 1                      1  .  3 

1902 2  .  4 

1903 1  .  6 

1904 1  .  12 

1905 2  .  9 

1906 3  .  9 

1907 9  .  40 

Nine     months     ending     Sep- 
tember 30,  1908  ..         ..         10  ..  55 
[October  19,  1908.] 
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Number  of  outrages  in  which  firearms  were  used  during  nine  months 
ended  September  30,  of  following  years : — 

Agrarian.  Non-agrarian. 

1906       18  ..  29 

1907        48  ..  40 

1908        110  ..  51 

The  Peace  Preservation  Act  lapsed  on  December  31,  1906,  but 
Mr.  Bin-ell  cannot  admit  that  the  increase  of  shooting  outrages  is  conse- 
quent upon  the  lapse  of  that  Act ! 

Persons  Boycotted  increased. 

Nov.  30,  1905.        Aug.  31,  1908. 

Persons.  (Unionist).  (Radical). 

Wholly  boycotted       . .         . .         13  . .  75 

Partially  boycotted     . .         . .         40  . .  40 

Minor  boycotting         . .  109  . .  639 

Total  ..       162  ..  754 

[Return  No.  89,  1908,  and  October  15,  1908.] 

Cattle-Driving  Figures. 

Replying  to  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Birrell  said  (October  21),  that  during 
the  12  months  ended  July  31  last  1,237  persons  were  charged  with  the 
offence  of  cattle-driving,  1,058  persons  were  ordered  to  find  bail  to  keep 
the  peace,  and  of  these  71  were  committed  to  prison  for  various  terms, 
ranging  generally  from  14  days  to  three  months,  in  default  of  finding  bail. 
In  one  case  32  persons  .were  tried  at  Assizes,  but  the  proceedings  resulted 
in  a  disagreement  of  the  jury. 

A  return  issued  by  Mr.  Birrell  (Commons  Paper  No.  310)  gives  the 
following  statistics  of  the  number  of  cattle  drives  reported  to  the 
Constabulary  during  certain  periods : — 

Quarter  ended  1907.  1908. 

March  30 nil  ....  123 

June  30     ..         . .         . .       81  ....  297 

September  30       ..         ..       62  ....  97 

December  30        . .          . .  247  . . 

1907  (whole  year)  . .         . .         , .         . .  390 

1908  (nine  months)         ,.         ..         ,.         ..  517 


December,  1908.]  Irish  Facts.  517 


THE   REIGN   OF  TERROR  IN   SLIGO. 


The  Crown  have  brought  charges  of  conspiracy  against  21  inhabi- 
tants of  Riverstown  and  district,  Co.  Sligo.  At  the  first  hearing  at 
Riverstown,  the  witnesses  who  were  to  give  evidence  as  to  boycotting 
and  intimidation  refused  to  appear  by  way  of  protest.  The  proceedings 
at  the  subsequent  hearing  on  November  12,  at  Ballymote  Petty  Sessions, 
«ame  to  an  abrupt  termination.  The  solicitor  for  the  defendants  applied 
for  an  adjournment,  urging  that  if  proceedings  were  persisted  in  bad 
feeling  would  be  stirred  up.  In  spite  of  the  opposition  of  the  Crown 
solicitor,  the  magistrates  adjourned  the  cases  for  three  months. 

Interest,  however,  centres  in  the  remarkable  document  handed  in  by 
the  solicitor  for  the  recalcitrant  witnesses.  The  full  text,  which  is  repro- 
duced here,  was  published  in  the  "  Belfast  News  Letter"  of  November  11. 
It  throws  a  lurid  light  on  the  condition  of  Ireland  under  Mr.  BirrelPs  rule. 
The  document  is  as  follows : — 

"  I  appear  for  Elizabeth  Meredith,  Edward  Harte,  Thomas 
Harte,  John  Harte,  Margaret  O'Connor,  William  Clifford,  Henry 
Bright,  Thos.  Middleton,  James  Bright,  Jane  Higgins,  Thomas  Allen, 
James  Johnston,  sen.,  James  Johnston,  jun.,  Thomas  Morrison, 
William  Barlow,  Thos.  Foresythe,  and  Margaret  Rowlette,  witnesses 
summoned  in  this  case,  and  my  instructions  are  to  state  that  by  their 
absence  they  wish  to  protest  against  the  action  of  the  Irish  Executive 
in  summoning  them  here.  My  clients  are  members  of  what  may  be 
called  the  Protestant  Mutual  Defence  Association  of  Riverstown 
and  district,  and  although  this  is  a  '  purely  passive  resistance  asso- 
ciation,' it  is  nevertheless  formed  by  them  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting the  loyal  Protestant  subjects  of  Riverstown  district,  their 
lives,  their  families,  and  their  property,  the  Imperial  Government 
having  failed  or  being  unable  to  do  so. 

"  In  April  this  year  the  United  Irish  League  was  reorganised 
in  the  district,  and  at  the  same  time  there  was  amalgamated  with 
it  the  Riverstown  Town  Tenants'  Association.  Shortly  after  this 
my  clients,  or  the  majority  of  them,  were  waited  upon,  usually  by 
night,  by  townland  deputations,  who  called  upon  and  demanded 
them  to  join  and  subscribe  to  the  funds  of  the  United  Irish  League, 
which  demands  were  accompanied  in  many  cases  by  threats.  My 
clients  knowing  the  object  of  this  League,  and  being  quiet,  law- 
abiding,  God-fearing  citizens,  refused. 

"  What  was  the  result  ?  A  reign  of  terror,  intimidation,  and 
boycotting  started.  The  Protestant  shopkeepers  of  Riverstown 
were,  and  are  still,  boycotted,  and  Protestant  farmers  were,  and  are 
still,  refused  the  necessaries  of  life.  Again,  smiths  refuse  to 
shoe  the  horses  of  Protestants,  but  under  cover  of  the  night  the 
Protestants  have  been  able  in  some  instances  to  get  a  little  work 
•done  for  them,  and  to  obtain  some  goods  from  a  few  Roman  Catholic 
shopkeepers.  But  mark  this — for  this  flouting  of  the  League  laws, 
the  disobedient  one  had  his  property  stolen,  and  no  one  knows  what 
other  penalties  he  suffered.  Labourers  refuse  to  work  for  Protestant 
farmers.  The  servants  of  a  rich  corporation  (the  Anglo-American 
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Oil  Company)  refused  to  supply  oil  to  Protestants  from  their  travelling 
cart  until  warned  from  the  head  office  of  that  company.  Protestant 
shopkeepers,  even  so  far  away  as  Sligo  and  Dromahaire,  refuse  to 
supply  bread  from  their  travelling  carts  to  the  unfortunate  Pro- 
testants of  Riverstown.  One  driver  of  a  breadcart  was  stopped 
outside  Riverstown  in  broad  daylight  by  a  band  of  disguised  men 
and  threatened  with  death  if  he  supplied  bread  to  Protestants.  A 
mason  who  worked  for  a  Protestant  was  boycotted,  as  also  his  sub- 
sequent employer.  Meadows  belonging  to  Protestants  have  been 
spiked,  and  revolvers  have  been  distributed  among  Roman  Catholics,, 
and  when  in  one  instance  one  was  seized  it  was  returned  by  the 
police.  Protestants  fear  being  out  after  dark  unless  accompanied 
by  friends  or  armed,  and  all  social  intercourse  has  ceased  between 
them  and  the  Roman  Catholics.  A  Roman  Catholic,  if  brave  enough 
to  consort  with  or  assist  a  Protestant,  is  compelled  to  appear  before 
and  apologise  to  the  United  Irish  League.  Although  this  intolerable 
religious  warfare  is  condemned  by  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy,  the 
United  Irish  League,  nevertheless,  pursues  its  diabolical  course, 
and  refuses  to  submit  to  clerical  advice. 

"  What  has  the  Government  done  ?  This  state  of  things  has 
existed  for  months,  and  has  been,  and  is  well  known  to  them,  but 
nothing,  not  one  little  thing  has  been  done  by  them.  No  real  attempt 
has  been  made  to  protect  the  Protestants,  or  to  allow  them  the  ordinary 
liberty  of  action  to  which  a  subject  of  the  King  is  entitled.  In  fact, 
the  Government  considered  it  a  trivial  matter  until  blood  was  shed. 
Now  that  life  has  been  taken,  the  Government  draws  these  unfortunate 
Protestants  into  the  arena,  after  refusing  for  six  long  horrible  months, 
or  at  any  rate,  neglecting,  to  give  them  the  protection  and  assistance 
to  which  they  are,  as  loyal  subjects,  entitled. 

"  My  clients  protest  against  this  conduct,  and  each  man  and 
woman  knows  that  after  he  or  she  gives  evidence  here  they  will 
be  marked ;  after  having  been  made  use  of  by  the  Government  they 
will  be  discarded.  But,  remember  this,  they  will  be  liable  under 
the  laws  of  the  United  Irish  League  to  have  their  property  damaged 
or  destroyed,  and  lucky  if  they  escape  with  their  lives.  In  this 
village  and  the  country  surrounding  it  Protestants  are  known  as 
'  objectionables,'  and  my  clients  cannot  but  remember  the  action  of 
the  Roman  Catholics  which  led  up  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Day,  1572. 
They  feel  that  it  is  useless  to  appeal  to  the  Government  through 
whose  orders  you  are  sitting  here,  but  they  call  upon  their 
co-religionists  in  the  British  Isles,  and  to  a  so-called  Protestant 
Parliament,  to  save  them  and  their  lives,  if  not  their  property,  and 
put  an  end  to  the  religious  tyranny  and  oppression  which  now  stalks 
this  land  under  the  cloak  of  the  United  Irish  League.  I  have  now 
made  my  clients'  protest,  and  although  aware  of  the  risks  that  they 
and  their  families  run,  they  are  prepared  under  compulsion  to  assist 
a  Government  which  has  neglected  and  despised  them,  because 
they  form  a  portion  of  what  is  called  '  the  insignificant  Protestant 
minority  of  Ireland,  '  who  can  be  safely  neglected.'' 
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THE   CHURCH,   THE   CATTLE-DRIVERS,   AND 
THE   REVOLVER. 


In  view  of  its  importance,  we  make  no  apology  for  reproducing  the 
following  article  from  the  Irish  Catholic  (November  7),  the  organ  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  in  Ireland : — 

"  The  recent  melancholy  occurrence  at  Riverstown,  Co.  Sligo, 
when  an  unfortunate  youth  was  slain  in  conflict  with  the  police 
engaged  in  preventing  a  cattle-drive,  fully  justifies  the  exhortations 
we  have  constantly  addressed  to  our  people  against  participation 
in  such  acts  of  barbarous  illegality.  It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say 
that  the  practice  of  cattle-driving  is  one  which  could  only  have  found 
its  initiation  in  the  maleficent  mind  of  a  semi-lunatic,  and  it  says 
little  for  the  intelligence  or  prudence  of  a  section  of  our  peasantry 
that  they  have  been  so  foolish  as  to  participate  in  it.  As  matters 
stand,  a  situation  of  considerable  danger  now  exists  in  many  districts, 
while  it  can  scarcely  be  argued  even  by  their  most  devoted  supporters 
that  the  Government  have  manifested  anything  like  a  correct 
perception  of  their  own  responsibilities  in  the  matter.  In  the  first 
place,  Ministers  have  displayed  a  callous  disregard  of  the  obligation 
resting  on  them  of  undertaking  legislation  for  the  betterment  of  the 
condition  of  the  Congested  Districts.  In  the  second  place,  they  are 
to  blame  for  having  consented  to  the  complete  repeal  of  the  law 
which  imposed  some  check  on  the  indiscriminate  carrying  of  arms. 
The  result  of  their  blundering  in  these  respects  is  that,  while  perfectly 
justifiable  discontent  is  widespread,  those  who  may  be  disposed 
to  give  illegal  expression  to  their  sense  of  injustice  have  been  placed 
in  possession  of  deadly  weapons  to  an  extent  unparalleled  in  Ireland 
save  in  time  of  civil  war.  We  are  no  advocates  of  coercion,  but 
we  emphatically  say  that  it  was  nothing  short  of  a  piece  of  astounding 
folly  to  repeal  the  Peace  Preservation  Act  without  at  least  enacting 
some  such  legislation  as  that  which  in  England  and  elsewhere 
regulates  the  sale  of  firearms.  At  Riverstown,  according  to  the 
daily  Press,  scenes  are  being  witnessed  similar  to  those  we  occasionally 
read  of  being  enacted  in  the  Balkans.  We  are  told  of  excited  crowds 
marching  through  village  streets  brandishing  revolvers,  while  a 
veritable  army  of  constabulary  has  had  to  be  drafted  into  the  district 
to  the  heavy  cost  and  loss  of  the  law-abiding  residents,  who  are  far 
better  Nationalists  than  the  misguided  folk  who  have  taken  part 
in  the  cattle-driving  outrages.  The  whole  business  is  deplorable 
in  the  last  degree,  but  we  emphatically  declare  that  those  most 
responsible  for  its  existence  are  the  present  occupants  of  Dublin 
Castle.  Justice  and  reform  cannot  be  indefinitely  postponed  any- 
where without  risk  of  disorder. 

"  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  very  heavy  responsibility  rests 
on  the  heads  of  all  those  who,  like  certain  prominent  politicians, 
while  in  a  position  to  influence  the  people,  have  deliberately  refrained 
from  warning  them  against  the  folly  and  wrongfulness  of  cattle-driving. 
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In  the  case  of  Riverstown  the  revered  pastor  of  the  district,  the 
Very  Rev.  Canon  Meagher,  P.P.,  adopted  a  wholly  different  course, 
and  one  fully  worthy  of  his  sacred  office,  constantly  exhorting  his 
flock  to  refrain  from  embarking  on  illegal  and  sinful  courses.  It 
will  be  remembered,  moreover,  that  the  practice  of  cattle-driving 
has  been  declared  by  the  Bishops  of  the  ecclesiastical  Province  of 
Tuam  a  reserved  sin.  But  small  consideration  will  be  needed  to 
make  clear  to  everyone  how  justifiable  are  the  censures  which  the 
Prelates  of  our  Church  have  pronounced  against  those  participating 
in  outrages  such  as  that  which  led  up  to  the  death  of  poor  young 
Stenson.  Happily  in  his  case  it  is  possible  to  believe  that  he  was 
irresponsible,  inasmuch  as  he  had  no  deliberate  intention  of  joining 
in  a  cattle-drive,  and  that  his  presence  at  the  scene  of  conflict  was 
due  to  the  thoughtlessness  of  youth  rather  than  to  any  feelings  "of 
malice  towards  others  or  of  cupidity  on  his  own  part.  The  same 
thing,  however,  cannot  be  said  of  the  miscreants  who  tempted  him 
to  his  fate.  These  folk  are  now  endeavouring  to  create  the 
impression  that  the  constabulary  are  to  blame  for  having  fired  when 
they  did.  The  truth,  however,  is  that  they  would  have  been  really 
to  blame  if  they  had  not  fired,  whereas  now  they  are  not  deserving 
of  censure,  but  of  praise  for  creditable  discharge  of  duty.  Next 
In  culpability  to  those  who  dragged  the  poor  boy  Stenson  to  his  fate 
undoubtedly  are  those  responsible  for  the  Governmental  inactivity, 
which  most  of  all  has  rendered  possible  the  creation  of  the  state  of 
social  anarchy  now  prevailing  in  many  portions  of  our  Western 
counties.  From  the  first  outbreak  of  cattle-driving  we  have  con- 
demned it,  and  have  persisted  in  season  and  out  of  season  in  urging 
the  authorities  to  do  their  duty.  Our  task,  however,  was  a  hopeless 
one.  A  virtually  disarmed  police  were  little  more  than  helpless 
spectators  of  deeds  of  vilest  brigandage,  while  Birmingham  small 
arms  and  rifles  have  been  part  of  the  stock  and  trade  of  every 
gombeen  man's  shop. 

"It  is  for  no  political  purpose  we  write  in  this  strain.  It  is 
solely  because  we  are  jealous  of  the  honour  and  good  name  of  Ireland 
and  her  people,  and  we  would  not  that  either  should  be  besmirched 
with  blood  and  sin.  We  have  been  told  that  the  country  is  '  to 
be  made  a  hell '  during  the  coming  winter.  All  we  can  say  is  that, 
in  our  opinion,  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  every  self-respecting 
Irishman,  Catholic  as  well  as  Protestant,  to  make  plain  to  the 
planners  of  what — if  it  really  exists — is  a  Satanic  and  demoniacal 
scheme  that  they  need  expect  no  sympathy  or  anything  but  condign 
punishment  from  the  majority  of  their  fellow-countrymen.  Obviously 
the  time  for  plain  speaking  to  the  Government  and  everyone  else 
has  come  when  prominent  politicians  proclaim  in  public  the 
possibility  of  the  world  witnessing  '  hell '  in  this  country  in  the  near 
future.  For  months  past  arms  have  been  pouring  into  our  provincial 
districts,  and  in  far  too  many  cases  into  the  possession  of  persons 
who  were  quite  sufficiently  dangerous  to  the  public  peace  and  safety 
without  them.  Next  to  these  always  potential  criminals  must  be 
ranked  the  foolish  and  irresponsible  farmers'  boys  and  village  youths 
to  whom  the  prospect  of  acquiring  revolvers  on  payment  of  a  shilling 
a  week  has  been  an  irresistible  temptation.  We  unhesitatingly  say 
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that  the  policy  or  legislation  which  rendered  possible  the  creation 
of  such  a  situation  as  this  is  simply  immoral.  No  one  in  this  or  any 
other  country  should  be  allowed  to  carry  firearms  without  a  licence, 
nor  should  they  be  permitted  to  be  sold  indiscriminately  by  every 
shopkeeper  or  pedlar.  No  Home  Rule  Administration  would  ever 
have  sanctioned  the  course  which  has  been  pursued,  and  which  alone 
rendered  possible  the  skirmish  at  Riverstown.  If  there  were  any- 
thing noble  or  patriotic  in  the  conduct  of  those  whose  proceedings 
brought  about  that  affray  we  should  not  write  as  we  now  do.  It 
was  simply  a  display  of  wanton  blackguardism,  undertaken  in  pur- 
suance of  an  agitation  aimed  at  the  destruction  of  one  of  the  few 
great  trades  still  possessed  by  this  country,  and  at  the  plundering 
of  good  Catholics  and  honest  Nationalists  for  the  aggrandisement 
of  those  who  are  prepared  to  cast  to  the  winds  the  counsels  of  religion, 
and  who  are  incapable  of  understanding  the  true  principles  of 
patriotism." 
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COERCION   ACTS  BEFORE   THE    UNION. 

By  Historicus. 

Mr.  John  Redmond,  M.P.,  at  Wrexham,  November  13,  1908: — 

"In   100  years  there    had    been   87   Coercion  Acts    passed    for 
Ireland." 

In  point  of  fact  there  have  been  74  so-called  Coercion  Acts  (with 
Continuances)  passed  by  the  Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  since 
the  Union  of  1800 — i.e.,  during  a  period  of  108  years.  But  Mr.  Redmond 
was  dumb  on  the  question  of  the  number  of  similar  Acts  passed  by  the 
Irish  Parliament  before  the  Union,  and  would  apparently  deceive,  by 
his  studied  silence,  the  British  public  into  believing  that  coercion  is  a 
necessary  concomitant  of  the  system  of  government  by  a  United 
Kingdom  Parliament. 

The  following  are  the  facts  which  it  suits  Mr.  Redmond  to  withhold 
from  his  Liberal  audiences  : — 

In  1782  Grattan's  Parliament  declared  its  independence  in  the 
following  language :  "  That  no  power  on  earth  has  a  right  to  make 
laws  for  this  country  but  the  King,  Lords  and  Commons  of  Ireland." 
The  domestic  state  of  Ireland  during  the  period  of  its  independence 
(1782 — 1800)  may  be  briefly  summarised.  In  1783  Dublin  was  in 
possession  of  an  armed  Convention,  and  throughout  the  whole  period 
of  independence  it  lay  at  the  mercy  of  the  mob,  which  menaced  the  lives 
of  obnoxious  senators  and  invaded  the  Parliament  House  itself.  Peaceful 
citizens  were  dragged  from  their  beds,  tarred  and  feathered,  and  turned 
into  the  streets.  The  Levellers,  the  Whiteboys,  the  Right  Boys,  the 
Hearts  of  Oak,  the  Hearts  of  Steel,  and  the  Peep-o'-Day  Boys  were  all 
up  and  doing.  The  agitator  was  as  rampant  as  he  is  at  present.  From 
1783  to  1800  the  Parliament  was  inundated  with  petitions  from  the  great 
manufacturers  and  merchants,  the  tanners,  the  shoemakers,  the  carpenters, 
and  the  bricklayers  complaining  of  the  ruin  of  their  trade.*  In  1785 
there  were  50,000  artisans  out  of  work.  Resolutions  against  the 
importation  of  goods  from  England  were  carried  by  acclamation  ;  a  general 
system  of  bounties  was  adopted ;  there  was  a  general  clamour  for 
protective  duties  against  British  manufacturers.  In  1786  there  was  an 
agrarian  insurrection  in  Munster,  which  disarmed  the  Protestants  of  that 
province  and  laid  them  under  contribution.  In  1794  the  peasantry 
of  the  Western  Counties  were  in  arms  ;  mutilation  and  murder  were 
rife.  Coercion  Acts  in  the  form  of  Whiteboy  Acts,  Arms  Acts,  Insurrection 
Acts,  and  Acts  for  the  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  were  of  more 
frequent  occurrence  than  they  have  been  since.  In  1784  legislation 
was  enacted  to  prevent  the  King's  soldiers  from  being  hamstrung  in  the 
public  streets.  As  early  as  1784  a  conspiracy  had  been  formed  for 
separation  from  England  and  the  establishment  in  Ireland  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion.  In  1790  the  association  known  as  United  Irishmen 
was  founded  to  sever  the  connection  and  to  establish  a  Republic.  In 

*  Details  and  dates  of  these  petitions  will  be  found  in  the  speech  of 
Dr.  Ball,  when  Attorney- General  for  Ireland,  delivered  in  1874  (vide  Hansard, 
ccxx.,  723). 


December,  1908,]  Irish  Facts.  523 


1796  the  French  fleet  was  in  Bantry  Bay  at  the  invitation  of  the  patriots  ; 
and  in  1798  the  rebellion,  which  had  been  smouldering  for  years,  burst 
forth  into  flames  and  involved  the  whole  island  in  its  conflagration.  (All 
these  facts  will  be  found  recited  in  Froude's  "  English  in  Ireland.") 

To  complete  the  picture,  it  only  remains  to  add  that  in  the  period 
of  18  years  from  1782  to  1800,  during  which  the  country  was  governed 
by  an  Independent  Irish  Parliament,  there  were  passed  by  the  same 
Parliament  as  many  as  22  Acts  of  the  character  described  as  Coercion 
Acts  or  Peace  Preservation  Acts.  These  comprised  two  Habeas  Corpus 
Suspension  Acts,  with  one  Continuance  ;  eight  Arms  and  Insurrection 
Acts  ;  seven  Acts  of  Indemnity  for  things  done  in  suppressing  the 
Insurrections  ;  one  Alien  Act,  with  three  Continuances  ;  two  Acts  for 
establishing  Courts  Martial  to  suppress  the  Rebellion  ;  an  Act  against 
offenders  called  Houghers  ;  and  the  Convention  Act.  From  this  list 
are  excluded  several  Statutes  for  prohibiting  and  punishing  the  crime 
of  correspondence  with  the  French  enemy,  an  Act  for  punishing  riotous 
interference  with  dealing  in  and  exporting  corn,  an  Act  extending  the 
Whiteboy  Acts  to  Dublin,  and  other  similar  Acts  of  a  criminal  character. 

Furthermore,  as  showing  the  diminishing  necessity  for  legislation 
of  a  coercive  or  repressive  character  in  Ireland  in  recent  years,  we  find 
|hat  since  the  Fenian  outbreak  of  1866  there  have  been  in  force  during 
the  past  42  years  (independently  of  Arms  Acts,  which  were  in  continuous 
operation  down  to  the  end  of  1906,  and  the  utility  of  which  even  Mr. 
Birrell  will  now  hardly  dare  to  question)  only  three  Habeas  Corpus 
Suspension  Acts,  and  two  Acts  extending  the  power  of  summary  juris- 
diction of  magistrates  to  certain  criminal  offences.  These  five  Acts  were 
in  operation  for  limited  periods,  the  duration  of  which  extended,  in  the 
aggregate,  to  only  20  out  of  the  full  period  of  42  years  that  have  elapsed 
since  1866.  If  we  adopt  as  the  starting  point  the  year  1882,  since  when 
but  two  Crimes  Acts  have  been  passed,  we  find  that,  independently  of  the 
repealed  Arms  Act  above  referred  to,  "coercive"  legislation  has  been 
in  actual  operation  for  only  9J  out  of  the  full  period  of  26  years. 

In  every  country,  under  every  Government,  exceptional  legislation 
may  be  and  has  been  required  to  cope  with  exceptional  disorder.  The 
atrocious  outrages  committed  in  Manchester  and  Sheffield  some  41  years 
ago  entailed  the  exceptional  legislation  of  1867,  just  as  the  atrocious 
outrages  committed  in  Ireland  in  1881  and  1886  necessitated  the 
exceptional  legislation  of  1882  and  1887,  and  as  the  atrocious  crimes  more 
recently  committed  in  India  have  necessitated  exceptional  legislation  there. 

Mr.  Lecky  truly  diagnosed  the  necessity  for  coercion  when  he  said 
that  "  a  system  of  criminal  law  and  criminal  procedure  which  is  admirablv 
adapted  for  a  country  where  crime  is  nothing  more  than  the  outbreak 
of  isolated  bad  passions,  and  where  every  man's  hand  is  against  the 
criminal,  must  fail  to  fulfil  the  first  principles  of  justice  if  it  is  applied 
without  modification  to  a  country  where  classes  of  crime  are  looked  at 
by  great  masses  of  the  population  as  acts  of  war,  where  jurymen  will 
acquit  in  the  face  of  the  clearest  evidence,  and  where  known  criminals 
may  live  in  security  in  the  shelter  of  popular  conscience  or  popular 
intimidation." 

It  has  been  the  oft-repeated  boast  of  Mr.  J.  Redmond  and  of  the 
organisation  of  the  United  Irish  League,  over  which  he  presides  as 
chairman,  that  they  would  make  the  government  of  Ireland  by  England 
not  alone  "  difficult  " — as  proclaimed  at  Wrexham — but  "  dangerous 
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and  impossible " — as  proclaimed  in  Ireland  and  America.  And  in 
pursuance  of  this  policy  both  he  and  the  League  have  imposed  over  wide 
areas  a  coercion  if  anything  more  tyrannical,  because  it  is  more  odiously 
effective  and  unendurable  by  law-abiding  men,  than  any  under  which 
the  country  groaned  in  the  days  of  Grattan's  Irish  Parliament. 

That  the  law  is  armed  with  weapons  sufficient  to  assert  its  authority 
in  the  end  is  amply  proved  by  the  experience  of  the  Liberal  Government 
of  1892-5,  and  of  the  subsequent  Unionist  Administration  ;  nor  can  it 
be  gainsaid  that  the  influences  for  evil,  which  during  the  past  two  years 
have  so  prejudicially  affected  the  industry,  prosperity,  and,  indeed,  almost 
every  interest  connected  with  the  welfare  of  the  community,  have  become 
dominant  owing  to  a  criminal  lack  of  courage  and  firmness  on  the  part 
of  the  present  Ministry  in  meeting  them. 

Remarks  on  Table  following. 

Between  August,  1885,  and  July,  1887,  Ireland  was  governed 
by  the  "  ordinary "  law,  with  the  results  shown  opposite.  At  the 
latter  date  the  number  of  persons  boycotted  in  a  more  or  less  serious 
degree  throughout  Ireland  was  4,835,  and  when  the  Unionist  Adminis- 
tration of  1887-1892  quitted  office  the  number  had  been  reduced  to 
three  cases  of  partial  boycotting,  affecting  15  persons.  This  result  was 
brought  about  by  the  vigorous  enforcement  of  the  Crimes  Act  of  1887  ; 
the  improvement  effected  in  this  and  other  respects  during  this  period 
was  indeed  so  great  and  manifest,  that  the  Government  were  enabled  to 
withdraw  the  more  stringent  clauses  of  the  Act  several  months  before  they 
went  out  of  office.  The  number  of  persons  boycotted  on  the  31  August, 
1908,  was  754,  of  whom  115  were  seriously  boycotted.  On  the 
31  January  last,  the  respective  numbers  were  216  and  52.  The 
growth  in  the  number  of  persons  receiving  special  police  protection  in 
the  same  interval  is  equally  alarming,  the  number  under  constant  protec- 
tion by  day  and  by  night  having  increased  from  54  to  104,  and  the  number 
under  protection  by  patrols  from  216  to  252. 

With  regard  to  the  figures  of  agrarian  crime,  note  that  for  the  period 
of  nine  months  to  September,  1908,  the  total  number  of  agrarian  outrages 
was  greater  than  in  any  previous  year  back  to  1892  ;  that  the  number  of 
cases  of  firing  into  dwellings  in  the  former  period  was  only  exceeded  in 
the  years  1880,  1881,  and  1882  ;  and  that  the  number  of  cases  of  firing  at 
the  person  promises,  before  the  year  has  expired,  to  attain  the  same  black 
record.  This  grave  relapse  is  directly  due  to  the  withdrawal,  at  the  end 
of  1906,  of  the  Arms  Act.  Mr.  Birrell's  proposal  to  remedy  the  evil  by 
extending  to  Ireland  the  provisions  of  the  English  Pistols  Act  of  1903,  is 
much  the  same  as  attempting  to  extinguish  a  fire  by  the  aid  of  a  penny  squirt. 
The  freedom  with  which  firearms  are  now  resorted  to  in  the  commission 
of  outrage  is  not,  however,  to  be  measured  by  the  statistics  of  firing  at 
the  person  and  into  dwellings.  Many  outrages  committed  with  firearms 
are  recorded  under  the  designation  "  intimidation,"  this  form  of  record 
being  adopted  where  there  is  not  sufficient  evidence  forthcoming  to  satisfy 
the  police  that  a  person  has  been  fired  at  or  a  dwelling  house  fired  into. 
Mr.  Birrell  has  recently  stated  that  the  number  of  agrarian  outrages  in 
which  firearms  have  been  used  during  the  period  of  nine  months  ended 
September  30,  1906,  1907,  and  1908,  was  18,  48,  and  110,  respectively. 
In  non-agrarian  outrages  in  the  same  periods  the  figures  were  29,  40, 
and  51. 
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IRELAND     IN     AMERICA. 


By  Ian  Malcolm. 


The  Home  Rule  mandarins  in  Dublin  would  have  us  believe  that 
.Mr.  Redmond's  recent  visit  to  America  was  a  prodigious  success,  and  that 
he  has  returned  to  his  distressful  country  with  cash  and  courage  renewed. 
•Quotations,  like  the  following  from  The  Irish  World  and  American  Industrial 
Liberator  of  October  10,  are  forthcoming  to  prove  how  truly  the  Irish- 
American  heart  beats  with  the  Nationalist  Parliamentary  party : — 

"  John  Redmond,  Joseph  Devlin,  and  John  FitzGibbon  can  carry 
back  to  the  old  land  the  cheering  report  that  the  Irish  of  America  are 
still  ready,  ever  ready,  with  ample  aid  for  a  United  Irish  forward 
movement  in  the  Irish  cause  as  sanctioned  by  the  approval  of 
Ireland." 

We  should,  however,  be  sorry  if  the  above  were  taken  to  represent 
the  whole  body  of  Irish-American  opinion,  since  there  is  undoubtedly 
another  side  to  the  picture  which  shows  an  Irish  split  as  deep  in  America 
as  it  is  in  Ireland. 

We  take  up  The  Gaelic  American  of  October  17,  and  we  find  the  follow- 
iing  observations  in  the  first  column : — 

"  The  utter  failure  of  Mr.  Redmond's  mission  was  emphasised 
by  the  fact  that  from  September  30,  when  he  spoke  in  Chicago,  to 
October  8,  the  day  of  his  departure,  he  did  not  address  one  meeting, 
and  the  daily  papers  stopped  taking  any  notice  of  his  movements. 
The  statement  cabled  to  the  Freeman  that  he  had  to  decline  numerous 
engagements  that  it  would  have  taken  him  months  to  fulfil,  in  order 
to  attend  to  his  Parliamentary  duties,  is  intended  for  consumption 
in  Ireland." 

This  point  is  developed  at  length,  and  then  we  read  the  following  : — 

"  The  reason  for  the  publication  of  these  impudent  falsehoods  is 
that  the  Parliamentary  party  is  in  the  last  ditch,  gets  practically  no 
financial  support  from  Ireland,  and  is  dependent  almost  entirely  on 
the  Liberal  party  for  support.  As  this  cannot  be  avowed,  and  there 
is  never  any  audit  of  the  funds,  the  fake  subscriptions  in  America 
are  made  to  mount  up  to  a  figure  sufficient  to  make  it  appear  that 
the  party  can  live  without  subsidies  from  the  Liberal  party.  .  . 

"  The  party  has  been  badly  defeated  in  all  these  schemes,  and 
Mr.  Redmond  returned  to  Ireland  a  beaten  and  discredited  leader. 
The  Clan-na  Gael  has  more  power  and  Influence  in  America  than 
at  any  time  since  its  foundation  42  years  ago.  The  German-American 
Alliance  is  supported  by  more  than  two  million  American  voters, 
and  Mr.  Redmond's  organisation  has  not  the  support  of  two  thousand 
Irishmen  in  America." 

We  turn  to  another  Home  Rule  paper,  The  Sun,  published  in  America 
<0ctober  6)  :— 

"  In  Ireland,  the  people  are  refusing  to  give  them  money  because 
they  are  finding  the  party  out ;  it  is  time  that  Irishmen  in  America 
should  find  them  out  too,  and  fight  shy  of  these  mendicant  politicians." 
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And,  from  another  correspondent  to  the  same  paper : 

"  The  fund  will  hardly  reach  36,000  dollars  (£7,200)  for  the  current 
year,  and  this  is  less  than  half  the  sum  required  to  pay  the  salaries 
of  the  Irish  members.  The  minimum  yearly  allowance  for  each 
member  is  $1,500  (£300),  and  as  there  are  83  members  $124,500 
(£24,900)  will  be  required  for  the  salary  item." 

All  of  which  is  very  sad  ;  for  we  should  like  to  think  that  the  Irish 
Parliamentary  party  was  one  and  indivisible,  that  its  members  were  all 
assured  of  their  comfortable  salaries,  and  that  its  leader  "  at  home  and 
beyond  the  seas  "  was  not  so  easily  hoaxed  as  to  his  position. 

Let  it  be  noted  that  for  the  above  gloomy  picture  of  the  Home  Rule 
outlook  we  do  not  trust  to  any  evidence  of  our  own  (although  we  possess 
a  good  deal  to  the  same  effect),  but  to  the  utterances  of  the  public  Press 
in  the  United  States. 

We  propose  in  the  near  future  to  call  the  attention  of  the  voters  in 
Great  Britain  to  further  opinions  in  the  Pro-Redmond  and  Anti-Redmond 
American  newspapers  from  which  we  have  just  quoted,  to  prove  how 
dangerously  hostile  to  Great  Britain  are  the  organs  of  the  Clan-na-Gael,. 
and  of  its  rival,  the  United  Irish  League. 
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HOME   RULERS— OR   WORSE? 

By  Ian  Malcolm. 


The  great  alliance  between  Nationalists  and  Radicals  is  now 
admitted — nay,  advertised.  The  first  meeting  of  the  joint  campaign 
to  convert  England  to  Home  Rule  begins  on  Thursday,  when  Mr.  Redmond 
is  to  speak  at  Manchester  with  some  Liberal  Members  of  Parliament, 
and  similar  demonstrations  are  announced  to  take  place  in  many  parts 
of  the  country.  It  is  a  strange  alliance :  Nonconformist  England  hand 
in  hand  with  Irish  Roman  Catholicism,  striving  to  put  the  Protestants 
of  Ireland  (over  a  million  of  them)  beneath  the  heel  of  a  majority  that 
is  ruled  by  political  priests. 

But  the  confederacy  into  which  the  Liberal  party  has  entered  is 
more  amazing  still.  Mr.  John  Redmond  has  given  his  left  hand  to  Mr. 
Asquith  and  his  friends  ;  but  his  right  hand  grasps  that  of  Patrick  Ford, 
•whom  he  has  invited  to  visit  Ireland.  Now,  this  man  is  editor  of  the 
Irish  World  in  the  United  States,  an  implacable  enemy  of  our  Empire 
In  September,  1899,  he  signed  an  article  in  this  paper,  from  which  I 
extract  the  following  paragraph : — 

"  If  there  is  any  dynamite  or  lyddite  that  will  blow  the  British 

Empire  up  into  the  clouds  or  down  into  the  bottomless  pit,  why, 

let  it  be  used  and  forthwith." 

This  is  the  man  who,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Nonconformist 
conscience,  it  is  hoped  will  bring  civil  war  to  Ireland  under  the  name 
of  Home  Rule. 

Is  it  any  use  invoking  the  name  of  Mr.  Gladstone  to  bring  old  Liberals 
back  to  their  senses  ?  If  so,  let  me  recall  words  that  are  very  apposite 
in  this  place  : — 

"  Mr.    Parnell   has   said   that    America   is    the   only   friend   of 

Ireland ;    but,  in  all  his  references  to  America,  he  has  never  found 

time  to  utter  one  word  of  disapproval  of,  or  misgiving  about,  what 

is  known  as  the  assassination  literature  of  that  country." — (Leeds, 

October  8,  1881.) 

A  great  many  people,  thousands  of  them  Liberals  and  lovers  of 
peace,  do  not  know  the  attitude  which  the  Nationalist  Press  in  America 
(on  which  Mr.  Redmond  so  largely  depends  for  his  finances)  adopts  toward 
Great  Britain  and  our  Empire.  Let  me  enlighten  some  of  those  who 
read  this  article. 

The  Oaelic  American  of  October  24  speaks  of  our  King  in  these 
terms : — 

"  King  Edward  is  as  poor  a  judge  of  horses  as  he  is  a  respecter 

of  the  moral  code,  but  anything  the  old  reprobate  says  or  does  evokes 

applause  from  the  American  toady." 

The  same  issue  of  the  same  newspaper  declares  that  whilst  England's 
friendship  towards  Young  Turkey  is  "  hollow  and  worthless,"  Germany's 
attitude  is  stable  and  reliable.  The  alliance  between  the  Germans  and 
Irish  in  America  is  shown  to  be  filled  with  possibilities  that  are  full  of 
hope  for  Ireland. 
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The  Irish  World  (Mr.  Patrick  Ford's  organ,  September  5)  reports 
the  speech  of  a  German  called  Huss  at  a  monster  demonstration  in 
Chicago,  where  the  speaker  desired  to  impress  upon  the  audience  "  the 
all-important  idea  of  an  alliance  between  the  German  Americans  and 
the  Irish  Americans,  which  alliance  or  union  will  result  ultimately  in 
the  freedom  of  Ireland."  The  orator  proceeded  to  develop  this  congenial 
theme,  and  continued  : — 

"  Ireland's  only  hope  lies  in  the  destruction  of  the  British 
Empire.  That  can  never  be  accomplished  except  by  the  Slav,  German, 
and  Latin  races  of  Europe.  .  .  Without  the  aid  of  the  United 
States  it  is  only  a  question  of  time  that  the  rotten  English  Empire 
will  crumble  to  pieces.  Then,  and  only  then,  will  Irish  freedom 
be  an  absolute  fact." 

At  a  similar  demonstration  in  Boston,  U.S.A.,  on  August  28,  a 
•Captain  Condon,  "  the  brave  leader  in  the  rescue  of  the  Fenian  prisoners 
in  Manchester  in  1867,"  said  that  he  "  had  risked  his  life  in  the  physical 
force  movement,  and  was  prepared  to  do  so  again  if  a  favourable 
opportunity  of  winning  Ireland's  rights  by  the  sword  should  present 
itself." 

It  is  only  fair  that  those  who  voted  Liberal  at  the  last  election  should 
understand  the  kind  of  alliance  into  which  their  party  is  being  drawn 
without  their  knowledge.  Dynamite,  physical  force,  and  peace-at- 
any-price  !  But  I  had  almost  omitted  the  benediction  bestowed  upon 
the  movement  thus  supported,  by  the  R.C.  Bishop  of  Davenport : — 

"  I  ask  the  Hibernians  of  Iowa  to  register  a  united  vote  in 
favour  of  the  present  Parliamentary  party  now  fighting  against 
fearful  odds  .  .  .  for  their  National  Independence  on  the  floor  of 
the  House  of  Commons." 

All  the  foregoing  will  probably  be  news  to  Englishmen  who  have 
no  opportunity  of   reading   Irish- American  newspapers  ;    so   will,   also, 
be  the  fact  that  thousands  of  Presbyterians  and  Nonconformists  in  Ireland 
are  ready  to-day  to  petition  the  Prime  Minister  against  granting  Home 
Rule,  as  they  petitioned  Mr.  Gladstone  30  and  20  years  ago.     But  Lord 
Morley  knows  full  well  the  inner  meaning  of  the  American  support  of 
Home  Rule  ;   it  has  been  forthcoming  in  the  same  form  for  many  years, 
ever  since  he  said  (as  John  Morley,  Liberal  candidate  for  Westminster) :  — 
"  I  could  not  vote  for  a  separate  Parliament  for  Ireland  ;    and 
I  will  vote  for  no  measure,  proposition,  resolution,  or  inquiry  which 
lets  it  be  supposed  that  it  is  an  open  qiiestion  in  my  mind." 
Yet  the  alliance  which  is  to  be  consummated  on  a  Manchester  plat- 
form on  Thursday  next,  between  the  Nationalists  and  the  Liberal  party, 
has  for  its  object  the  surrender  and  despair  of  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  Protestant  Unionists  in  Ireland,  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Patrick 
Ford,  who  advocates  dynamite  and  lyddite  to  blow  up  the  British  Empire. 
History  is  repeating  itself.     The  Liberal  party,  by  its  new  alliance 
with  physical  force  and  rebellion,  will  assuredly  forfeit  every  vestige  of 
claim  to  any  shred  or  shadow  of  respect  in  every  part  of  the  British 
Empire. 
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October  26.— Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  M.P.,  at  Shoreditch. 
October  30. — Mr.  W.  Long  at  Sunderland  on  Irish  Affairs. 
November  5. — Mr.  R.  R.  Cherry,  M.P.,  at  Duhlin,  on  Home  Rule. 
November  6. — Lord  Denman  at  Brighton  on  Irish  Affairs. 
November  7. — Sir  E.  Carson,  M.P.,  at    Oxford  on  State  of  Ireland. 

November  10. — Annual  meeting  of  Irish  Agricultural  Organisation 
Society  in  Dublin.  Speech  by  Sir  H.  Plunkett. 

November  11. — Lord  Lansdowne  at  the  Jtfnior  Constitutional  Club 
on  State  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  W.  Long  at  London  Welsh  Conservative  and  Unionist  Association 
at  Westminster  Palace  Hotel  on  Home  Rule. 

Sir  Horace  Plunkett  in  Dublin  on  Co-operation. 

November  12. — Mr.  J.  Redmond,  M.P.,  at  Manchester. 

November  13. — Mr.  J.  Redmond,  M.P.,  at  Wrexham. 

Mr.  W.  Long  at  Nottingham  on  Irish  Affairs. 

Mr.  Birrell,  M.P.,  at  Bristol  on  Irish  Land  Purchase. 

November  17. — Sir  Horace  Plunkett  at  Westminster  on  Irish 
Industrial  Position 

November  19. — Mr.  S.  H.  Butcher,  M.P.,  at  Belfast  on  Lawlessness, 
in  Ireland,  and  Unionist  and  Radical  methods.  Letters  read  from  Lord 
Lansdowne  and  Mr.  Long. 

National  Union  Conference  at  Cardiff.  Resolution  dealing  with 
Irish  affairs  moved  by  Mr.  Campbell,  M.P.,  and  passed  unanimously. 

November  20. — Liberal  Unionist  Council  at  Manchester.  Resolution 
passed  unanimously  dealing  with  Irish  affairs. 

Speech  by  Lord  Lansdowne  at  Manchester  on  Irish  affairs. 

November  23. — HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. — Mr.  Birrell  introduces  the 
Irish  Land  Bill. 
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on 373 

Kelly,  Rev.  P.,  condemns  . .  . .  49 
Lundon,  Mr.,  M.P.,  on  . .  . .  469 

MacDonnell.    Lord,  "  Favoured    more 

sharp  method "  against  . .  . .  490 
McGurran,  Rev.  M.,  advocates  . .  469 
Monaghan,  Dean,  condemns  . .  . .  271 
Nationalist  leaders'  blessing  on  . .  224 
O'Brien,  Mr.  D.,  U.I.L.  Organiser  on  469 
O'Reilly,  Father,  condemns  . .  . .  414 
Phillips,  Mr.,  M.P.,  on  ..  ..415 

Prosecutions  abandoned          . .         . .     325 

Reddy,  Mr..  M.P.,  on 49 

Redmond,  Mr.  J.,  M.P.,  on  3,  46,  59,  165 
Redmond,  Mr.  W.,  M.P.,  on  ..     468 

Roche,  Mr.  A.,  M.P.,  on         ..         ..415 

Ross.  Judge,  on  . .         . .         . .  9,  10 

Sheeny,  Mr.,  M.P.,  on    ..    47,   48,   58,   314, 

415,  454 
Smyth.  Mr.,  M.P.,  on  . ,         ..         ..       49 

Stewart,  Archdeacon,  condemns  . .  494 
Tuani,  Archbishop  of,  condemns  50.  216,  313 
United  Irish  League  complicity  113,  114, 

372    373 

Birrell,  Mr.,  denies 470 

Irish  People  on          . .         . .         . .     500 

White,  Mr.  P.,  M.P.,  on          ..          ..48 

Young,  Mr.  S.,  M.P.,  opposes  . .     312 

Grazing  System 

"  Breaking  up  the  Ranches  :    Who  will 
suffer  ?  "          . .         . .         . .         . .     303 

Tenant  purchasers  let  land   for       270,  490 
United  Irish  League  as  graziers         . .       59 
Grey,  Sir  E.,  M.P. 

Condition  of  Ireland     . .         . .         . .         2 

Sheehan,  Mr.,  M.P.,  on  ,.          ..     103 

Speech.  Berwick  . .         . .         . .       51 

Griffith,  Mr.  A. 

Redmond,  Mr.  J.,  M.P.,  criticised    . .     155 
Gwynn,  Mr.  S.,  M.P. 

Assaulted  by  indignant  Home   Rulers     412 
Irish  Publicity  Association      . .         . .     188 

Kilkenny  People  criticises       . .         . .     319 

HALDANE,  Mr.,  M.P. 

Speeches : 

Commons,  House  of . .          . .          . .     260 

Dunbar    . .         ....         . .         . .       51 

Hayden,  Mr.,  M.P. 

Land  Purchase  . .         . .         . .         . .       44 

Hazleton,  Mr.,  M.P. 

Liberal  Government  criticised  . .     210 

Healy,  Mr.  T..  M.P. 

Cattle-driving 93 

Home  Rule         57.153,158 


538 
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Devlin,  Mr.  J.,  M.P.,  on          . .  44 

Dillon,  Mr.  J.,  M.P.,  on  57,  316,  410,  448 
Doughty,  Sir  G.,  attitude  towards 

Home  Rule 447 

Esmonde,  Sir  T.,  OB 57 

Fitness  of  Ireland  for  . .         . .         . .       55 

Freeman's  Journal  on  . .          . .          . .     148 

Healy,  Mr.  T.,  M.P.,  on  57,    153,    158 

Irith  Independent  on    . .          . .          . .     148 

lri*h  Seu-s  on    . .          . .  148,   149,  447 

Iri»h  People  on 149,  157 

Kavanagh,  Mr.,  M.P.,  on  . .  . .  415 
Kettle,  Mr.  T.  M.,  M.P.,  on  . .  . .  45 
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Roscommon  Herald  on  ..102,   158.  209. 
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Nationalist  Party  criticised     317,  448. 

Limerick     Corporation     and     "  British 
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Limerick  Leader 

Home  Rule  campaign  in  Great  Britain 
Local  Government  Councils 
Disloyal  resolutions,  dc. 
Disorderly  scenes  104,  105.  160, 
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Popular  control  acknowledged. . 
U.I.L.  interference       . .   112.  153,  225, 
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U.I.L.  secures  eviction  of  tenants  from 
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Wife,  Application  to  Guardians  for  a 
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Attack  on  England 
Australia,  Alleges  disloyalty  in 

Denied  by  House  of  Representatives 

Denied  by  Rev.  Dean  Phelan 
Gaelic  League,  Warns  opponents  of  . . 
Home  Rule 

Universities  Bill 

Speech :  Cork 
Londonderry,  Marquis  of 
Speeches  : 

Dorchester 

Lords,  House  of        . .          OS,    399, 

Temple  Newsam       . .         . . 
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Imperial  Home  Rule 
Irish  affairs 
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355, 

Dublin 

Junior  Constitutional  Club 
Liberal  Union  Club 
Liverpool 

London  Welsh  Conservative  Associa- 
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Northampton 
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Sunderland 
Unionist  position 
Unionist  work  for  evicted  tenants 
Longford  Co. 

Curran,  Judge,  on         . .         . .         57, 
Intimidatory  notice  from. 
Madden,  Mr.  Justice,    on 
Lords,  House  of 
McNeill,   Mr.   S.,   M.P.,   on   House   of 

Lords  and  Home  Rule 
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Speech :  House  of  Lords 
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M'CANN  boycotting  case 
MacDonnell,  Sir  A. 

Cattle-driving,       Favours     a     "  more 
sharp  method  against  " 

Intimidated  by  Mr.  J.  Fitzgibbon    . . 

Lords,  House  of 
MacFarlane.  Mr.  Angus 

"  Christmas  Letter  to  Irish  Farmers  " 
McGuire,  Mr.  J. 

Disloyal  speech 
McGurran,  Rev.  M. 

Cattle-driving  advocated 
M'Inerney,  Mr. 

Resignation   from   National   Directory 
McKenna,  Mr.  P. 

Birrell,  Mr.,  M.P..  threatened.. 

Dudley  Commission  Report  criticised 
Macnamara,  Mr.  H.  V. 

Story  of  his  sufferings 
McNeill,  Mr.  Swift,  M.P. 

Home  Rule  and  House  of  Lords 

Letter 
Madden,  Mr.  Justice 

Longford,  Its  condition 
Malcolm,  Mr.  Ian 

"  Crime  in  Ireland  "     . . 

"  Devolution  Bill,  A  new  '' 

"  Duty  of  Unionists  "  . . 

Home  Rule  Debate 

"  Home     Rule."     Nineteenth     Century 
article  . . 

"  Home  Rulers  all  " 

"  Home  Rulers — or  Worse  ?  " 

"  Ireland  in  America  " 

Letters     . .          . .         51,  98,  146,  260, 

"  No-Rent  Campaign  " 

"  North- West  Manchester  "     .. 

Opposition  to  migration 
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Malicious  injuries 

Awards    23,  70,   107,   205,  286.  367.  368,  370, 

416,  460.   461,   513,  514 

Cases         65,    66,  165 

O'Brien,  Lord  fhief  Justice,  on  burden 

on  ratepayer 263 

Statistics              205,  416 

Manchester,  N.W.,  by-election 
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Midland  Reporter  on 209 

Sinn  Fein  on     . .          . .          . .          . .  249 
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Irish  Universities  Bill  criticised         . .  26& 
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Maynooth  and  U.I.L.  collections  111,  227,  275 

Mayo,  Lord 

Speeches  :  House  of  Lords      . .        355,  399 

Mayo  County  Council 

Disorderly  scene            . .         . .         . .  104 

Meath,  Co. 

Curran,  Judge,  on         . .         . .         . .  58 

Midland  Reporter 

BirrelFs  "  Muzzling  Order  "    . .        503,  505 
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Speech :  House  of  Lords         . .         . .  98 

"  Migrants  "  threatened  and  attacked 

167.   300.  496 

U.I.L.  resolutions  against        . .        301,  302 

Monaghan,  Dean 
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Morley,  Lord 

Declaration  against  Home  Rule        . .  529 
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Imperial  Home  Rule 338 
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National  Directory 
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National  Union  Conference         . .          . .  530 
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Gaelic  American  criticises        . .          . .  526 

Government  appointments  for  15. 16.  485,  486 
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Kerry  Weekly  Reporter  on       . .          . .  210 
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-Nationalist  Party — contd. 

Leinster  Leader  on         . .          . .          . .  375 

Limerick,  Bishop  of,  criticises  317,  448,  482 

Meetings 51,  93,  441 

Midland  Reporter  on     ..101,  209,  318,  411 
Newcastle,  West,  Meeting  :  Nationalist 
rowdyism         ..         ..         ..         ..411 

"  No-Rent  Campaign,"    by    Mr.    Ian 

Malcolm 77 

Ginnell,  Mr.,  M.P.,  on  its  certainty  493 
Northern  Whig,  Kunciman  Committee 

Report             181 

O'Donnell,  Mr.  J.,  M.P.,  as  emigration 

agent 376 

Police  protection  for  . .            228,  412,  413 

Relations  with  Liberal  Government  156,  159, 

205,  266,  267,  312,  480 

Rowdyism,  Scenes  of    . .          . .        411,  413 

Sinn  Fein  on     . .         .. .         . .         . .  104 

Subscriptions  decline    . .           227,  267,  489 

.Sun,  The,  U.S.A.,  criticises     . .          . .  526 

Trooping  of  the   Colours,   Nationalist 
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Westmeath  Independent  on       . .          . .  210 

^Nationalist  Press 

Mr.  Birrell's  "  Muzzling  Order  "       . .  503 

Midland  Reporter  on     . .          ..        503,  505 

Roscommon  Herald  on  . .          . .        504,  505 

Newcastle-on-Tyne  by-election 

Renwick,  Mr.,  M.P.,  and  Home  Rule  446 
Newcastle    West,  Meeting :     Nationalist 

rowdyism        . .         . .         . .         . .  411 

Redmond,  Mr.  J.,  M.P.,  on     . .          . .  413 

"  New  Year's  Letter  from  Ireland  "     . .  35 
Sew  York  American 

Interviews  Nationalists  on  Home  Rule  57 

O'BRIEN,  Lord  Chief  Justice 

Clare,   Condition  of 116 

Malicious  injuries  :  unfairness  of  com- 
pensation        . .          . .          . .          . .     368 

O'Brien,  Mr.  D.,  U.I.L.  Organiser 
Cattle-driving  advocated         . .         . .     469 

Goes  to  prison   . .         . .         . .         . .     470 

O'Brien,  Mr.  M.,  Gaelic  teacher 

Disloyal  speech  . .          . .          . .          . .     374 

O'Brien,  Mr.  P.,  M.P. 
Price    of    strawberries     on     Terrace. 
Question  as  to  . .          . .          . .     375 

O'Brien,  Mr.  W.,  M.P. 

Correspondence  with  Mr.  Birrell         . .     474 
Farrell,  Mr.,  M.P.,  criticises   . .         . .     266 

Home  Rule         . .          . .          . .          . .       57 

.  Land  Purchase  block 410 

Letter 474 

Redmond,  Mr  J.,  M.P.,  criticised    . .     410 
Speeches  : 
Buncrana         . .         . .         . .         . .       51 

Cork 441 

Observer,  The 

Mr.  Persse's  story         134 

O'Connor,  Mr.,  Wexford,  Solicitor, 
Attacks  evicting  land  purchase  policy 

of  Freeman's  Journal  . .          . .     320 

O'Connor,   Mr.  J.,  M.P.,  a  Crown  Pro- 
secutor 

Irish  People  on 486 

O'Cpnnor,  Mr.  T.  P.,  M.P. 

Liberal  Government,  Nationalist  under- 
standing with . .         . .         . .         . .     266 

Speeches  : 

Blackburn 146 

Commons,  House  of  . .          . .      399 

,  Leeds 307 

Shoreditch 530 

Whitefield  Tabernacle,  Address  at    ..     231 


O'Donnell,  Mr.  J.,  M.P. 
As  emigration  agent     . .         . .         . .     376 

Constituents  refuse  him  a  hearing     . .     487 
On  himself  and  on  Mr.  Reddy,  M.P.. .     488 

O'Donovan,  Father 
Outrage  and  disorder  deplored         . .     416 

O'Mara,  Mr.  Alderman 
Resignation   from   National   Directory     405 

"  Ordinary     law "     (see    "  Lawlessness, 
Government  policy  against ") 

"  Ordinary  law  in  Ireland  "        . .         . .     346 

O'Reilly,  Father 
Cattle-driving   condemned       . .         . .     414 

Ormond    Hunt   Dispute  ..         ..         ..     117 

Outlook,  The,  Articles  reprinted  from 

Crimes  Act          41 

Danger  in  Ireland         . .         . .         . .     433 

Ireland  and  Westminster        . .         . .       74 

Outrage  and  Disorder  (see  also  "  Judges 

on  Condition  of  Ireland  ") 
Agrarian  outrages  :    Statistics     58,  515,  525 
Area  widespread  . .         . .         . .     491 

Clare.  Co.,  Lawlessness..         ..         ..     494 

Cost  to  country  64,66 

Diary  of  outrages,   &c.,   17,   67,   119,    169, 
233,   280,    331,    379,    423,   457,    509 
Irish  Publicity  Association  on  "  bogus  " 

outrages  188 

Kettle,  Mr.  T.  M.,  M.P.,  advocates  . .     208 
Malicious  injuries,  23,  65,  66,  70,  107,  165, 
205,  286,  367,  368,  370,  461,  513,  514 
O'Donovan,  Father,  deplores  its  exis- 
tence      416 

Outrages  :    Individual  cases    . .         . .  13,  57 

Police  attacked  . .         . .         . .         . .       14 

Police  protection  :    Statistics    324,  416,  515 
Postmen  attacked         . .         . .        164,  370 

Redmond,  Mr.  J.,  M.P.,  threatens    . .     312, 

408,  409 

Riverstown  tragedy       . .     492,  493,  510,  517 
Shooting  outrages  :    Statistics. .  61,  323,  416, 

515,  525 

Thurles  riots 272 

William  IV.  Act  put  into  operation..     311 
Young,  Mr.  S.,  M.P.,  opposes..         ..     312 

PALLES,  Chief  Baron 

Clare  Co.,  Condition  of           ..         ..326 
Kerry,  Condition  of 362 

Pall  Matt  Gazette 

Birrell,  Mr.,  M.P.,  resignation  rumoured    267 
"  The  Wreck  of  Ireland  "       . .         . .     251 

Parliamentary  Representation  :    Electors 

and  Members  126 

Parnell,  Mr.,  M.P. 

"  Last  link  "  speech     . .         . .         . .     125 

Percy,  Earl,  M.P. 

Home  Rule         150 

Speech  :  House  of  Commons  . .         . .     202 

Persse,  Mr.  H. 

Letter 146 

Story  of  his  persecution  134,  189,  197 

Phelan,  Rev.  Dean,  Melbourne 

Denies    Cardinal    Logue's    charge    of 
Australian  disloyalty  . .         . .     315 

Phillips,  Mr.,  M.P. 

Cattle-driving 415 

Phoenix  Park,  Under-Secretary's  Lodge 
Land  there  let  for  grazing     . .         . .     147 

Plunkett,  Sir  H. 

Kilkenny  People  on 273 

Redmond,  Mr.,  M.P.,  on         . .        128,  422 
Sinn  Fein  on  . .         . .         . .       56 
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Plunkett,  Sir  H.— contd. 
Speeches : 

Dublin  

I.A.O.S 

Westminster 
Police 

Attacked 14,  107, 

Extra  force  206,  324,  325,  326,  365, 

Cost     107,   324,   366,  368,   420,   451, 

Government  and  the  Police     . .   .     349, 

Protect  Nationalists       . .  228,  412, 

Protection  statistics       . .  324,  416, 

"  Under  Police  Protection  "    . . 
Ponsonby,  Mr.  A.,  M.P. 

Speech,  Stirling 

Poor  Law  Bill       .,         

Postmen  attacked  . .          . .        164, 

"  Predominant  Partner,"  Lord  Rosebery 

on 
Presbyterian    General   Assembly   oppose 

Universities  Bill 
Process  servers  boycotted 
Progress  of  Ireland,  Statistics  of 

Crilly,  Mr.,  on   . . 

Russell,  Mr.  T.  W.,  M.P.,  on  . . 

QUARTERLY   REVIEW 

Condition  of  Ireland     . .          . .          . .       53 

RECRUITING. 

Cork  Corporation  attitude      . .         . .     484 

Reddy,  Mr.  M.,  M.P. 

Boycotting  advocated  . .          . .          49,  321 

Cattle-driving  advocated         . .         . .       49 

Connacht  Champion  on  . .        488,  489 

Free  education  supported       ..          ..      118 

O'Donnell,  Mr.  J.,  M.P.,  on  . .         ..     488 

Roseommon  County  Council  election  : 
takes  part  in  . .          . .          . .          . .     321 

Redmond,  Mr.  J.,  M.P. 
American    Mission :     Gaelic   American 
asserts  its  failure       . .         . .         . .     526 

Apologises  for  Government     . .         155,  407 
Asquith,  Mr.,   "  pledged  publicly  and 

privately  "  to  Home  Rule  issue  445,  480 
Denied  by  Mr.  Asquith       . .         445,  480 
Attacks    Roman    Catholic    Church    in 

England 316 

Limerick,  Bishop  of,  replies  . .          . .     317 

Midland  Reporter  on  . .          . .     318 

Campaign  in  Great  Britain     . .         . .     155 

Catholic  Weekly  on       318 

Cattle-driving    excused  3,  46,  59,  165 

Condon,  Mr.,  invited  to  Ireland       . .     483 
Congested  Districts  Board,  Stoppage  of     408 
Co-operation,  Attitude  towards         . .       80 
Disloyal  speeches          . .          . .          . .      132 

Dissolution  wanted        . .          . .          . .     212 

Dundee  by-election       . .          . .          . .     263 

Ford.  Mr.  Patrick,  invited  to  Ireland     483 
Government,  Liberal 

Apologised  for  . .          . .         155,  407 

Criticised          . .          . .          . .          . .     212 

Threatened      . .          . .  312,  408,  409 

Griffith,  Mr.  A.,  criticises       . .          . .      155 

Home  Rule  44,   45,  57,   132,   150,   154, 

155,    212,    246,   316,    411,    413,    448 

Universities  to  be  used  in  support  of     411 

Home  Rule  motion       . .          . .  55,  99,  150 

Brief  against 125 

Division  on  . .          . .          . .     148 

Malcolm,  Mr.  Ian,  on          . .          . .      172 

Nationalist  Press  on  148,  149.  208.  209,  210 
Speeches,  Points  from  150.  151,  152,  153 
Terms  of  .  125 


Redmond,  Mr.  J.,  M.P. — contd. 

Imperial  views  ..         ..         ..         ..  266 

Industrial  movement    . .         . .        128,  421 

Irish  Government  finance        . .        127,  128 

Irish  People  criticises    ..212,  213,  404,  407 

Irish  Publicity  Association,   Letter  to  193 

Irish  Republic  wanted             . .         . .  448 

Irish  World,  Interview  in       . .         . .  157 

Land  Purchase  . .          . .          . .        407,  408 

Local  Government  popular  control  . .  126 

Nationalist  economy            . .         . .  159 

Manchester,   N.W.,   by-election         213,  246 

Murders  in  Ireland,  Reason  of  . .         . .  157 

Newcastle  West,  Nationalist  rowdyism 

there 413 

O'Brien,  Mr.   W.,  M.P.,  criticises  his 

policy 410 

Peaceful  condition  of  Ireland  . .         . .  3 

Peerage  proposed  for    . .         205,    320,  374 

Persse,  Mr.,  attacked     . .         . .         . .  137 

Plunkett,  Sir  H.,  criticised      . .         128,  422 

Sinn  Fein  on     . .          . .          . .          . .  155 
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Commons,  House  of  98,  14fi,  202,  2r,0,  299 

Dublin              ..          ..           250,  441,  474- 

Leeds 307 

London             . .          . .          . .          . .  202 

Manchester 202,  530 

New  York,  Departure  for    . .         . .  441 

U.I.L.  Central  Branch         . .         . .  441 

Waterford       441 

Wrexham        . .         . .         . .         . .  530 

Success  to  extremists    . .         . .         . .  409 

Threatens  lawlessness    . .           312,  408,  40£ 

U.I.L.  govern  Ireland  . .          . .          . .  445 

Universities  to  be  used  for  spreading 

Home  Rule 411 

Redmond,  Mr.  W.,  M.P. 

An  enemy  of  English  Rule      . .          . .  468 

Cattle-driving  advocated         . .         . .  468 

Speech :  House  of  Commons    . .          . .  355 

Would  fight  for  Home  Rule    . .         . .  312 

Renwick,  Mr.,  M.P.,  and  Home  Rule  . .  446 

Ripon,  Lord 

Speech,  House  of  Lords          . .         . .  98 
Riverstown  Tragedy 

Birrell,  Mr.,  account  of  shooting      . .  510 

Condition  of  district 517 

Irish  News  on    . .          . .          . .          . .  492. 

Kilkenny  People  on       . .          . .          . .  493 

Sinn  Fein  on     . .          . .          . .          . .  492 

Telegram  of  congratulation  to  police  492 

U.I.L.  on             493 

Roche,  Mr.  A.,  M.P. 
Cattle-driving  advocated         ..         ..     415 

Roman  Catholic  Church  in  Ensland 

Catholic  Weekly  on 318 

'    Dillon,  Mr.,  M.P.,  attacks       . .  . .  316 

Kilkenny  People  on       . .          . .  . .  318 

Limerick,  Bishop  of,  on           . .  . .  317 

Midland  Reporter  on     . .          . .  . .  318 

Redmond,  Mr.,  M.P.,  attacks..  ..  316 

Roman  Catholic  Church  in  Ireland 

Boycotting  condemned     107,  271,  417,  494 
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Snooting  outrages  condemned  . .         . .  108 
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Kenny,  Mr.  Justice,  on  . .          . .     361 

Police  attacked  ..         ..         ..         ...    217 
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Roscommon  Co.  Council 

Elections  described       . .         . .         . .  321 

Extra  police  demand    . .         . .       220,  492 

Universities  Bill  criticised       . .         . .  269 

Roscommon  Herald 

Asquith,  Mr.,  criticised            ..        103,  209 

Birrell,  Mr.,  failure       5 

Birrell,  Mr.,  "  Muzzling  Order  "       504,  505 

Dudley  Commission  Report  . .         . .  269 

Government  criticised    102,    158,    209,  211 
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From     "THE    TIMES," 

October  26th,    19O7. 


"  The  publications  issued  by  the  Union  Defence 
League,  founded  by  Mr.  Walter  Long  a  few  months 
ago,  and  especially  the  pamphlets 
styled  "IRISH  FACTS  FOR  BRITISH 
PLATFORMS,"  are  particularly  worthy 
of  attention,  and  have  been  used  with  effect 
in  connexion  with  recent  by-elections  in  Great 
Britain.  Now  that  the  Nationalists  have  avowed 
their  determination  to  force  the  Irish  question,  in 
all  Its  forms,  to  the  front,  it  will  be  more  necessary 
than  ever  to  arouse  British  opinion  by  the  publica- 
tion of  the  truth  about  Ireland  among  the  electorate 
here.  Already  much  has  been  done  in  this  direction 
by  Mr.  Long  and  the  Defence  League,  assisted  by 
the  Irish  Unionist  Alliance  and  similar  bodies,  who 
have  helped  to  send  over  well-informed  speakers 
whenever  a  contested  election  is  pending.  The 
work  deserves  all  possible  sympathy  and  support 
on  the  part  of  Unionists,  both  British  and  Irish.'1 


